
SCIENCE PASSAGES
Supports science, reading, writing, and vocabulary! 

6 Heredity Articles



REASONS TO LOVE
CROSS-CURRICULAR INSTRUCTION
Teachers are always short on time, and 
unfortunately this often means that science can take 
a hit. These texts make it easy for you to teach key 
science content through a rich and engaging reading 
lesson. You’ll tackle multiple subjects at once. 

BUILDS KNOWLEDGE
Building knowledge in science is a key part of 
teaching reading. Each text in this set connects to 
the overarching topic of heredity. As students are 
reading, they will be able to connect what they 
learned in one passage to another passage they 
read from this set. 

HIGH INTERESTS TEXTS
Not only do these texts connect to key sciences 
topics and concepts, but they are also highly engaging 
and interesting to read. Your students will love 
learning about the topics included in this science set! 

THESE NONFICTION SCIENCE ARTICLES3
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WHAT’S INCLUDED
Reading 
Passages
Get six nonfiction 
science based articles. 
Each text is written in a 
different text 
structure and includes 
a variety of text 
features to support 
both reading and 
science standards. 

Comprehension 
Check
Each passage also has a 
short four-question, 
multiple-choice 
comprehension check. 
You can use this to 
asses their 
understanding of the 
science topic or their 
reading comprehension. 

Reading 
Response
The reading response 
sheets following each 
passage will help your 
students build 
confidence when 
writing about a text. 
The questions cover a 
variety of reading skills. 

Answer 
Keys
We’ve included answer 
keys for all the student 
response pages. This will 
make it easy for you to 
check student work or to 
assign a grade.
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ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES
Background 
Knowledge 
The background 
knowledge worksheets 
will help your students 
activate their prior 
knowledge of the topic. 
We include a variety of 
background knowledge 
activities. 

Vocabulary
Activities
Vocabulary and word 
study are essential in 
helping our students 
improve their reading, 
writing, and speaking 
skills. We include several 
vocabulary activities you 
can use with this 
resource. 

Science 
Activities
Whether it be 
performing steps of 
the scientific method, 
creating a picture 
glossary, or conducting 
an experiment, you’ll 
get a handful of 
activities to support 
this science topic. 

Writing About 
Science
You will find two options 
for writing about science in 
this resource. The 
Paragraph Checklist will 
help your students write a 
well-developed paragraph 
about the topic with a topic 
sentence, details, and a 
conclusion.
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HOW CAN I USE THIS RESOURCE?

• Use these resources in your 
reading block, science block, or 
both! 

• Don’t forget to utilize the digital 
version of this resource to help 
your students master digital 
literacy skills. 

• Use the entire resource or pick 
and choose which activities work 
best for you and your students. 

• These resources are the perfect 
addition to your science or reading 
block as you prepare for 
standardized testing.
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HOW CAN I USE THIS RESOURCE?
• You can use the passages and 

student response sheets as extra 
guided practice and do them as a 
whole group.

• You can use the passages and 
comprehension checks during small 
groups with students who need extra 
support.

• You can use the Writing About 
Science activities as a pre-
assessment of a unit and then as a 
summative assessment to gauge 
learning.

• Partner students up for the Science 
Activity to add a layer of collaboration.

© The Stellar Teacher Co. LLC



TAKE A CLOSER LOOK…
PASSAGE 1 :  WHAT ARE THE TRAITS OF TRAITS?

Passage Details: 
• General Topic: Different Types of Traits
• Text Structure: Description
• Text Features: Photographs and Captions, Glossary
• Reading Skills: Evaluate Details & Key Ides, Text Structure, Text 

Features, Asking Questions



PASSAGE 2 :  WHERE DO TRAITS COME FROM?

Passage Details: 
• General Topic: Animals and Plants Share Traits With Parents
• Text Structure: Description
• Text Features: Photographs, Illustrations, Bold Words
• Reading Skills: Main Idea, Evaluate Details & Key Ideas, Text Features, 

Context Clues, Summarize, Direct Quote/Paraphrase

TAKE A CLOSER LOOK…



PASSAGE 3 :  P lants and An imals :  Inher ited Tra its

Passage Details: 
• General Topic: Plants and Animals Have Inherited Traits
• Text Structure: Description
• Text Features: Photographs and Captions, Glossary, Infographic
• Reading Skills: Key Details & Ideas, Text Evidence, Text Features, Text 

Structure, Asking Questions

TAKE A CLOSER LOOK…



PASSAGE 4 :  Dominant and Recess ive Tra its

Passage Details: 
• General Topic: Examples of Dominant and Recessive Traits
• Text Structure: Compare and Contrast
• Text Features: Photographs and Captions, Chart, Infographic
• Reading Skills: Key Details & Ideas, Main Idea, Text Evidence, Text 

Structure, Author’s Purpose, Direct Quotes/Paraphrase

TAKE A CLOSER LOOK…



PASSAGE 5 :  How Env i ronment Impacts An ima l  Tra i ts

Passage Details: 
• General Topic: How an Animal’s Environment Impacts Inherited Traits
• Text Structure: Cause and Effect
• Text Features: Photographs and Captions, Text Boxes, Headings
• Reading Skills: Evaluate Details & Key Ideas, Text Structure, Asking 

Questions, Summarize, Direct Quote/Paraphrase

TAKE A CLOSER LOOK…



PASSAGE 6 :  Gregor Mende l

Passage Details: 
• General Topic: Significant Events in the Life of Gregor Mendel
• Text Structure: Sequence
• Text Features: Photograph and Caption, Timeline, Bold Words
• Reading Skills: Evaluate Details & Key Ideas, Text Features, 

Summarize, Text Structure, Text Evidence, Direct Quote/Paraphrase

TAKE A CLOSER LOOK…



READY TO PURCHASE?
Just click the green “add one to cart” button once you 

exit out of this preview and you’ll be all set to check out. 
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