
SCIENCE PASSAGES
Supports science, reading, writing, and vocabulary! 

6 ECOSYSTEMS Articles



REASONS TO LOVE
CROSS-CURRICULAR INSTRUCTION
Teachers are always short on time, and unfortunately 
this often means that science and social studies can 
take a hit. These texts make it easy for you to teach 
key science content through a rich and engaging 
reading lesson. You’ll tackle multiple subjects at once. 

BUILDS BACKGROUND KNOWLEDGE
Building background knowledge in science and social 
studies is a key part of teaching reading. Each text in 
this set connects to the overarching topic of 
ecosystems. As students are reading, they will be able 
to connect what they learned in one passage to a 
previous text they read from this set. 

HIGH INTERESTS TEXTS
Not only do these texts connect to key sciences 
topics and concepts, but they are also highly engaging 
and interesting to read. Your students will love 
learning about the topics included in this science set! 

THESE NONFICTION SCIENCE ARTICLES3
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WHAT’S INCLUDED
Reading 
Passages
Get six nonfiction 
science based articles. 
Each text is written in a 
different text 
structure and includes 
a variety of text 
features to support 
both reading and 
science standards. 

Comprehension 
Check
Each passage also has a 
short four-question, 
multiple-choice 
comprehension check. 
You can use this to 
asses their 
understanding of the 
science topic or their 
reading comprehension. 

Reading 
Response
The reading response 
sheets following each 
passage will help your 
students build 
confidence when 
writing about a text. 
The questions cover a 
variety of reading skills. 

Answer 
Keys
We’ve included answer 
keys for all the student 
response pages. This will 
make it easy for you to 
check student work or to 
assign a grade.
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ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES
Background 
Knowledge 
The background 
knowledge worksheets 
will help your students 
activate their prior 
knowledge of the topic. 
We include a variety of 
background knowledge 
activities. 

Vocabulary
Activities
Vocabulary and word 
study are essential in 
helping our students 
improve their reading, 
writing, and speaking 
skills. We include several 
vocabulary activities you 
can use with this 
resource. 

Science 
Activities
Whether it be 
performing steps of 
the scientific method, 
creating a picture 
glossary, or conducting 
an experiment, you’ll 
get a handful of 
activities to support 
this science topic. 

Writing About 
Science
You will find two options 
for Writing About 
Science in this resource. 
The Paragraph Checklist 
will help your students 
write a well-developed 
paragraph about the topic 
with a topic sentence, 
details, and a conclusion.
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HOW CAN I USE THIS RESOURCE?

• Use these resources in your 
reading block, science block, or 
both! 

• Don’t forget to utilize the digital 
version of this resource to help 
your students master digital 
literacy skills. 

• Use the entire resource or pick 
and choose which activities work 
best for you and your students. 

• These resources are the perfect 
addition to your science or reading 
block as you prepare for 
standardized testing.
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HOW CAN I USE THIS RESOURCE?
• You can use the passages and 

student response sheets as extra 
guided practice and do them as a 
whole group.

• You can use the passages and 
comprehension checks during small 
groups with students who need extra 
support.

• You can use the Writing About 
Science activities as a pre-
assessment of a unit and then as a 
summative assessment to gauge 
learning.

• Partner students up for the Science 
Activity to add a layer of collaboration.
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TAKE A CLOSER LOOK…
PASSAGE 1 :  Food Cha ins and Webs

Passage Details: 
• General Topic: How food chains are connected
• Text Structure: Description
• Text Features: Photographs and Captions, Diagram, Headings
• Reading Skills: Ask and Answer Questions, Context Clues, Main Idea, 

Text Features, Text Structure



PASSAGE 2 :  Troph ic  Leve ls :  How Energy Moves

Passage Details: 
• General Topic: How energy moves in the tundra
• Text Structure: Sequence
• Text Features: Photographs and Captions, Diagram, Illustration
• Reading Skills: Context Clues, Direct Quote, Evaluate Details & Key 

Ideas, Inferences, Summarize, Text Features, Text Structure

TAKE A CLOSER LOOK…



PASSAGE 3 :  Producers & Decomposers

Passage Details: 
• General Topic: Relationship between producers and decomposers
• Text Structure: Compare & Contrast
• Text Features: Photographs and Captions, Diagram, Glossary
• Reading Skills: Ask and Answer Questions, Context Clues, Evaluate 

Details & Key Ideas, Text Evidence, Text Structure
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PASSAGE 4 :  Food Sources & Ecosystems

Passage Details: 
• General Topic: Why food sources are necessary for a healthy ecosystem
• Text Structure: Cause and Effect
• Text Features: Illustration, Diagram, Infographics
• Reading Skills: Evaluate Details & Key Ideas, Direct Quote, Summarize, 

Text Evidence, Text Features, Text Structure
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PASSAGE 5 :  How Humans Cause D isrupt ion

Passage Details: 
• General Topic: Human impact on ecosystems
• Text Structure: Cause & Effect
• Text Features: Photographs and Captions, Infographic, Bold Words
• Reading Skills: Ask and Answer Questions, Context Clues, Evaluate 

Details & Key Ideas, Summarize, Text Structure

TAKE A CLOSER LOOK…



PASSAGE 6 :  Invas ive Spec ies :  Sneaky D isruptors

Passage Details: 
• General Topic: How invasive species disrupt an ecosystem
• Text Structure: Description
• Text Features: Photograph and Caption, Infographic, Bold Words
• Reading Skills: Ask and Answer Questions, Context Clues, Evaluate 

Details & Key Ideas, Summarize, Text Structure

TAKE A CLOSER LOOK…



READY TO PURCHASE?
Just click the green “add one to cart” button once you 

exit out of this preview and you’ll be all set to check out. 
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