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WHAT'S INCLUDED?

This resources includes dif ferentiated reading passages, skill-based graphic organizers,
ond comprehension passages based on the passages.

3 Sets of Differentiated

. Reading Response Questions
Reading Passages

_ Cach text set has a araphic Eoch text set also includes a set
Foch set includes the same grop of reading response questions

text written ot three organizer students can use that could be answered using
dif ferent levels for a total of in response tfo that text, OR, any level of passages, so it
9 passages. it can be used with any fext doesn't motter if your students
to practice the same skill are reading level A, B, or C, the
answer to the questions will still
be the same.

Graphic Organizer

*Digital versions are included for all templates.*




EASY TO DIFFERENTIATE

Each story is written at three different levels. You can select the level that is best for
your entire closs, or you can let students choose the level they want to read. This

makes discussing the same text whole group so much easier.

Each text is written at 3
e different levels to make
it easy to differentiate.
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story if children don't learn a basic skil like
school should teach children how to cock.
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when they learn new recipes, they can see that healthy foo
For example, when nutritious ingredients tke fruits ond veg
dif ferent ways, they con taste brand new! This can also ho
matched with dif ferent herbs, spices, and other mgredien’
Additiorally, T feel thot cooking s a perfect way to b
in the future. That's because cooking 1s necessary fo sur
eatl And if children don't learn how to prepare their owr
care of themselves as adults?
T've heard some people say cooking isn't innportar
are enough restourants around, so people don't need t
themselves. But eating out is expensive. T don't think
eat every meal ot a restourant. Therefore, learning #
money That's anather reason I think cooking should
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*Digital versions are included for all
possages and response pages. *




Includes Digital Versions

L love to provide both print and digital options
in My resources. This resource includes a
digital version created using Google Slides.

In addition to the print
version, you get a digital
version created using Google
Slides for all the possages,
response pages, and graphic
orgonizers.

Rest assured, you can use
this resource in both foce—
to—face and virtual
classrooms.
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A LOOK INSIDE... SE

Passage A - Easy Level

sod that
But
S 0 greq)
soy tockk
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kids fo p!
elements
hitting N
So,
for flog
risk. Jus

2019 But before he du, he talked to kids about the dongers of tackle football
He suffered from memory loss and a bram disease called CTE. He wos sure
that many brain inuries from football led to these problems. He said back n
2018, I made the mistake of starting tackle football at 4 years old. Now, CTE
has taken iy ife away. Youth tackle football is all risk with no reward *

In 2021, Hall of Fame quarterback Brett Favre also spoke out aganst
tackle football for kids He encouraged them not to

Name

loy until at least age 14 He

Passage B - Middle Level

Name: Date:

Kids! Tackle Football is
Not Worth the Risk!

Tackle football is a popular sport. The NFL is the most-watched sport in the
country. Many kids are viewers. Tons of young people want to play tackle football
os early as possible. Are you one of them?

Maybe you wont o jon the NFL one day. Maybe you just want to play with
your friends. Or maybe you want fo act like the fough NFL players you see on TV.
These may seem like good goals. In foct, tackle football may seem like o
harmiess sport. But that isn't the case. The sport is actually full of dangers that
kids need to know about. In fact, the sport is so risky that kids shouldn't play it ot
oll before hgh school So, before signing up for o tackle football team, keep
reading

Many doctors have been worried about kids playng tackle football for years
That's because it is a sport with lots of crashes and rough contact. Too many
crashes can lead fo repeated hits to the head. With these hits come risks of

bram inyuries
Sk

Kids! Tackle Football is Not Worth the Risk!

Answer Key

Chidsanctiocniotobobosdiabnsat n il

It's not just doctors and scientists that think fackle football is dangerous for
some former NFL players too Before he passed oway in 2019
Super Bowl champ Nick Buoniconti suffered from memory loss and a brain
disease called CTE He beleved repeated brain inries from football led to these
problems. He warned kids back in 2018, ‘I made the mistake of starting tackle
football at 9-years-old. Now, CTE has taken my life away. Youth tackle football is
all sk with no reward * And in 2021, Hall of Fame quorterback Brett Favre

children. It's

Finding Reasons & Evidence to
Support an Author’s Claim

Passage C - Challenge Level

years old. Now, CTE has taken rrry ke away Youth tackle football 1 oll risk with no
reword* And in 2021, Hall of Fame quorterbock Brett Favre urged kids to delay playing
tackle football untl age 14, In o public service announcement, he stated that playma
tackle football before hidn school, *_is just not worth the risk.*

Those on the other side of the argument see tockle football os o great way to
teach kids skils theyll need when theyre older In foct, many supporters say tackle
footballis the best way to learn the strategy of the game. However, the
fundarnentols of the game con still be tougnt m o way that is much safer for growing

encouraged
righ scheal,

But th|
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Kids! Tackle Football is
Not Worth the Risk!

Kids know tackle football 1s o popular sport. In fact, the National Football
League is the most-watched sport in the country. Many kids are viewers. As o
result, tons of young people wont fo play tockle football as early as possible
Maybe you're one of them

Perhaps you have hopes of joining the NFL one day. Maybe you st wont to
play with your friends. Or perhaps you want to act lke the strong NFL players
you see on TV. These may seem like good goals, and tackle football may seem like
on innocent sport But that isn't the case. The sport is actually full of dangers
that kids need to know about. In fact, it is so risky that kids shouldn't play it at all
before hign school Plenty of doctors, scientists, and even former NFL players
agree. So, before signing up for a local tackle football team, keep the following in
mind

Many doctors have been worried about kids playing tackle football for years
That's becouse it is a high-contact sport which can result in repeated hits to the
head. With these hits come risks of bram mjuries. Boston Chidren's Hospital
states that when a child gets more than one brain injury, the chance for long-

rec
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Kids! Tackle Football is
Not Worth the Risk!

All kids know tackle football 15 o popular sport. In fact, the National Footboll
League is the most-wotched sport in the country with many kids s viewers. As a
result, fons of young people want to play tackle football a5 early as possile. Maybe
you're one of them

Perhaps you have hopes of joring the NFL one day. Maybe you just want fo play
with your friends and learn about tearwork. Or perhaps you want fo act like the big
strong NFL players you see on TV. Whie these may seem like noble aoals, there are
other aspects of tackle footboll that aren't dscussed much with kids But they should
be They have to do with the sport's dangers

Tockle football is very risky. In fact, it is 5o risky that you shouldn't ploy it ot oll if
you're not in high school. Even though tackle football may seem like an exciting activity
plenty of doctors, scientists, and even former NFL ployers warn agamst it before age
14. So, before signing up for a local tackle football team, keep the following in rind,

Many doctors have been worried about kids playmng tackle football for years
That's because it is o hignh-contact sport which can result in repeated hits to the head
With these hits come risks of brain mjures like concussions. Boston Criddren's Hospital
stotes that when o child gets more than one concussion, the chance for long-term
problems ncreases. These include bran swellng, brain damage, memory problems, and
even depression Plus, kids that suffer one concussion are more likely fo experience

term problems increases. These include brain sweling, brain damage, memory
problems, and even depression. Plus, kids that suf fer one bram injury are more]

1

Drrectiora: Read the passage Kids!
detads from the text. When appropr

Reading Response Questons

Name Date

What is the author’s viewpont or 5

Kids! Tackle Football is Not Worth the Risk!

perience more. This means that the risk for problems only goes up
h injury. Although not all children who play tackle football will get a brain|
he high-contact nature of the sport increases the danger.
couse of these risks, scientists have worked fo understand the impact:
e football on kids. A 2020 study by Cambridge University followed 200

text helped you identify the author

Kids should not sign up %o play tac
They also share that the sport is
that kids should not play the sper text helped you identify the author's claim?

ore toking

What is one reason the author use:
outhor uses to support ths resson|

Answers may vory. Below is o po!
Reasory Many doctors, scientists
before the oge of 14

Evidence: Boston Children's Hospify
many bran inures

outhor uses fo support ths resson

What is one reason that supports 1
support the counter argument

Answers may vary Below i a pos
Reason Opponents say tackle foof
clder

Evidence: Flag football can be a wef
brans

support the counter argument

Do you ogree with the author's clai

Answers may vory. Students sho
own position with evidence from

Directions: Reod the passage Kuds! Tackie foatbal s Not Worth the Risk Answer the followng queshons using
detads from the text. When approprite, mke sure fo angwer i complete sentences

1 What is the author's viewpont or stance on playing tackle football? What detais from the

Whot s one reason the author uses fo support their claim? Share the evidence the

What is one reason that supports the counter argument? Share the evidence used fo

Do you agree with the author's clam? Why or why not? Explain your thnking

kle football players aged 9-13. The kids wore sensors during their gami

ktices so researchers could see how hits impocted their brains. The

s found that every 9- and 10-year—old n the study had negative broinf
that could not be reversed. Whie some of these changes were miner,

jere severe. But they were present in EVERY 9~ and 10-year-old

pnt.

Reasons

Answer Key

& high-contact nature of

~ each myury. Althougn
and Evidence

tand the impacts of
Jridae Unwersity followed

Name

Drections: As you are readmg, o on)
text First dentify and record the of
that support the authors clam Find
counter dam

1) What is the

Kids under the]
tackle football

The Response
Sheet and
Graphic
Orgonizer work
with ALL 3

Possages!

Reason 1

Tackle football is a high
contact sport. Hits to H
can cause brain injuries)

Reason 2

Playing tackle football
increases the chances|
having brain problems.

4.) What reasonts) sug
counter claim?

Reason
Kids can play flag foot!
learn how to play tackl|
football

Reasons and Evidence

Name Date

Directions: As you are readig, or once you are Frvshed, use the spoce below 10 record your thinking about the
text First dentify and record the outhor's clam Then use text detals to deterrine the reasons and ewdence
that support the authors clam Finally, use the text detals to share o reason and evidence that suppor
counter clam

1) What is the author’s claim?

2.) What reason(s) does the author
use to support their claim?

Reason 1

C

Reason 2

5.) Share evidence the author uses
to support the counter claim.

4.) What reasonls) support the
counter claim?

Reason
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A LOOK INSIDE... SE

Passage A - Easy Level

money. But writer Linda McMaken says e-book sales have gone down She states,
*Print books are stil a little more expensive_but not all that much.* And a siight
price merease is worth it since paper books allow kids to learn better, be less
distrocted, and hove better health.

The next time you feel ke tech is talking over your learning. just ask for a
paper book! Notice if you have a better or easier time reading. Then_ditch the

Passage B - Middle Level

#2

Facts that are For or
Against oan Argument

Passage C - Challenge Level

include dry eyes, strained eyes, and even vision problems. Not only that, he sees
screens as o reason children have poor posture. This con lead fo muscle
problems down the rcad He states, “In my opinion screen time 1 having an
enormous impact on not just our eye health but also cur general health®

Whie there are marny reasons wiy paper bocks are better, some feel
dif ferently. Several parents and teachers say that digitol books are cheaper than

Another simple reason paper bocks are better than tech has to do with
ease of use and health For one, poper books don't require a charge or o power
outlet. They are also better for growmng and developing eyes. Optometrist Jim
Kokkmakss is convinced thot screens have coused o stark rise in hvs child patients
having dry eyes, strained eyes, and even vision problems. Not only that, he sees
screens contributing to children having poor posture, which can lead to muscular

screens as of ten as you can

Name: Date:

paper ones. This means parents and schools can provide more books for less

money But
down She sf Name Date

or skeletal issues down the road. He states, *In my opinion screen time is having

an enorm
Whie 4 Nome Date

4] Ditch the Tech for
Old-Fashioned Paper Books

Is tech taking over your schoolwork? Do you have a tablet you use for
s¢hool? Do you have to read books on it? Many kids do, but it may not be the best
waoy to learn. In fact. it may be hurting your learning

Many experts and kids lean one way. They state that paper books are better
for learning than e-books. Tablets, computers, and e-readers don't cut it os
stand-ins, As writer McKenna Dirks states, *Just because technology surrounds
us every day, it doesn't mean it's the best all of the time*

There are lots of reasons poper books ore best. First, they help kids learn
new things better than e-books do. Olympic Cellege talked to many child readers
in 2015. They found that all the kids remembered mformation longer from a
printed book than o digital one. Some read faster with e-books. However, they
learned more from paper books.

Research also shows that printed books help children enjoy books more. One
study found that paper books helped children become more interested m stories

not all that
This is espe
distrocted,
So, thel
poper versi
so, difch the

Ditch the Tech for
Old-Fashioned Paper Books

Is tech taking over your schoolwork? Do you have a laptop that you use ot
school? Do you use a tablet instead of textbooks? Many kids do, but it may not be
the best woy to learn In fact, technology may be hurting your learnng

Many studies, mterviews, and opinions from kids lean one way. They state
that paper books are better for learning than e-bocks. Tablets, computers, and
e-readers simply don't cut it as replacements. As writer McKenna Drrks states,
*Just because technology surrounds us every day, it doesn't mean it's the best
oll of the time*

There are severol reasons poper books are best. First, they help kids learn
new mformation better than e-books. Olympic College talked to many chid
readers m 2015. They found that all the kids remembered nformation longer
from a printed book than a digital one. Some read faster with e~books, but they
retaned more from paper books.

dfferently
than paper
less money.
gone down
all that rud]
paper books

So, thel
paper versi
50, ditch the

Ditch the Tech for
Old-Fashioned Paper Books

TIs tech taking over your education? Perhaps you have a loptop that you use
af school or for homework. Maybe you use a tablet or e~reader instead of
textbooks. But is using so much technology helpng your education or hurting it?
Plenty of studies, interviews, and personal opmions from students lean one way
They pont towards good old-fashioned paper bocks as being the best format for
learning. Tablets, computers, and e~readers simply don't cut it as replacements
for books. As writer McKenna Dirks states, *Just because technology surrounds
us every day, it deesn't mean it's the best ol of the time- Here are ust o few
reasons why

Paper books are much better for learning new information rather han
technology. Olympic College interviewed and studied multiple young adult readers
in 2015 They found that all the children retained information longer from a
printed book rather than a digital format. Many of the students read faster with

e~books, but they remembered more content from paper books
Research also shows that print s help children me ny

e For or Against

allowed cl
Answer Key

Research also shows that print books help children eryoy books more. A
2014 study in Ttaly found that paper books helped chidren become more involved
n stories and characters. This may have to do with the act of holding o book. One
child from a 2017 study stated, “Sometimes when I just love a good story, I
want to hold the book. You can't hug an Pod* ;::;ag:g

Kide con also become dstracted when reading on e-book. Studiss.grauedioal Date

kely to click away from a story to another app when readin) q For or A Elains"
]

h the 2017 study stated, °T try to stick to my readng, but
b if there is a good show I can wotch on Netfix_or I get o
JAnd then I have lost my place because I started thinking 4 Name: Date
sually do on my Pod instead of reading”

and characters. This may have to do with holding a book. One child from a 2017

Ditch the Tech for Old-Fashioned Paper Books

Answer Key

zage Dich the Tech for
When approprate

Ditch the Tech for Old-Fashioned Paper Books

Reading Response Questions

hor's clam i in the text Look back ot the facts the outhor

g deteds from the + the facts that are for and aganst the outhar's clam

1 Does the author suppert the use of
No, the outhor prefers the use of j Nome Date Paper books should be used

of e—books.

paragroph that e-books ore not the]  Drections: Read the passage Dich the Tech for Od~Fashaned Paper Books Answer the followng queshons

Directions: Thirk cbout and write what the suthor's cam s in the text Lock back ot the facts the author
using detads from the text. When appropriate, moke sure fo answer n complete senfences.

shared n the text. Create a bulleted bst fo sort the facts that are for and aganst the outhar's clam

Avuthor’s Claim:

pr books are also better for ease of use and health. For orq
lire o power cord or a battery They are also better for thy
I Kokkinakis believes screens have caused o rise m childre:
They include dry eyes, strained eyes, and even vision proby

urting students learning

1 Does the author support the use of e-books? How do you know?
2 What are two ressons the author s
support your thinkng?

1 The outhor supports the use

Facts Against:

help kids learn new things bett

Kids enjoy printed books more

@ Printed boo

more expe:

re o little bit
than e-books.

Kids become unfocused when
Poper books are easier o use ¢ What are two reasons the outhor shares fo support their cam? Use text evidence to
support your thnking?

The Response /Facisfor: \ /Facls Against:

Sheet and * * ® R
Graphic
Organizer
work with
ALL 3

Passages! \_ AN )

3 Why do some parents ond teachers
They say e-books are cheaper tharf

4 Who i5 the ntended oudience for thig

Possble answers may nclude Stud

Why do some parents and teachers support using e-bocks? How do you know?

Who 18 the ntended audience for this text? Explan how you know.
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A LOOK INSIDE SE Evaluate the Effectiveness
T of an Author’s Argument

Passage A - Easy Level Passoge B - Middle Level Passage C - Challenge Level

in school. Tt teaches children fo use their money well Don't you think cooking is important encugh to learn about m school? T another reason .I think cocking should be taught m school, it teaches chidren fo
Don't you think cooking is important enough fo learn about in school? T certainly do! It teaches kids to follow directions. It builds upon math concepts. It stretch each dollor theytl earn in the future

certainly dol It teaches kids to follow directions, It helps children learn math. Tt even helps children make healthy choices and teaches them how to be Don't you think cooking is important enough to learn about in school? I

even helps kids make healthy choices and teaches them how to be responsible responsible adults. Plus, cocking will even help kids learn to save a few dollors os certainly do! It teaches kids to follow directions, reinforces math concepts, helps

Plus, cooking even helps kids learn fo save money! IF that isnt an important thing adults! If cooking isn't an impertant thing to learn n the classroom, I don't know children make healthy choces, and teaches them how to be mdependent adults.

what 18! Plus, cooking will even help kids save a few dollars in adulthood too! If cocking isn't

an important topic to learn about in the classroom, T don't know what 18!

to learn in the classroom, what 18!

Nome Date Date Name: Date:

¥ Al schools Should Teach EX Al schools should Teach B Auischools should Teach
Children How to Cook Children How to Cook Children How to Cook

Kids firish school knowing many basic things. They know how to read. They
know how to do basic math. They know how to write. But do they know how to
cook? Should they?

Cooking is a real-world skill It's something every chid wil need to know how
to do once they become an adult. It's also something that meets a basic human
need.to eat! What good is knowing how to write a short story if kids don't know
how fo make a meal? That's why I believe every school should teach chidren
how to cook.

The first reason I believe cooking should be taught n school is becouse it
teaches lots of lessons. These are lessons that are important in school and i life

Kids finish school knowing basic things lke how to read. do basic math, and Kids finish school knowing several basic things like how to read, how to do
write. But what about more real-world skils? What about things that all children basic math, and how to write. But what about more practical things? What about
will need to know once they grow up? What about something that helps chidren things that all children will need to do once they grow up? What about something
fulfil an everyday need, like eating? What good is knowing how to write o short that helps children fulfill an everyday need, ke eating three square meals? What
story if chidren don't learn o basc skl ke cooking? That's why T believe every good i knowing how o write a short story if chidren don't learn a bosic skill like
sehool should teach chidren how fo cook cooking? That's why I believe every school should teach children how to cook

The first reason I believe cooking should be taught in school is because it The first reason I beleve cooking should be taught in school is because it
teaches lots of valuable lessons. These include both life skills and school skils teaches lots of valuoble lessons. These include both kfe skils and academic skils
First, learning fo cook helps kids learn o follow written directions. When chidren First, learning fo cook helps kids learn fo follow written directions. When children
follow a recipe. they practice reading directions carefully and completing a step- follow o recipe, they must practice coreful reading and completing ther actions
by-step process. If they dont, theyll get a dish that doesn't taste good. Cocking step-by-step. Fallure fo do so con result in a recipe that doesn't taste good
also supports math skils taught in the classroom Many recpes require children t Cooking olso reinforces math skills taught in the classroom. For example, baking

s § s, s s, 4 - - - requires chidren to measure out ingredients in cups, teaspoons, tablespoons,
recipes need a certam amount of ingredients. They must be measured in measurs cut ingredients in cups, teaspacns, foblespoons, ounces, end pounds ces, ond nds " ?
feospoons, toblespoons, cups, and ounces. I also think cooking teaches kids to be healthy. When chidren learn about CUNCES, and Even pounas,
B i I I IR e A T P T the health benefits of foods, they are more likely to make good choices. Plus, I also think cooking feaches kids to make healthy choices. When children

when they learn new recipes, they con see that healthy foods can be delcious. - i i — -
All Schools Should Teach Children How to Cook For exomple, when nufritious ingredients ke fruits and vegetobles are cooked in N
Ao K Evaluate a Claim

A L

First, learning to cook helps kids follow directions. Reading a recipe means a chid
must carefully complete each step one ot a time. If o step is skipped, the meal
won't taste right. Plus, cooking also helps children learn math skils. Plenty of

|
dif ferent ways, they can taste brand newl This can also happen when they are E

d with dif ferent herbs, spices, and other ingredients.
All scm W Teach c”w How to Cook fditionally, I feel that cooking 15 o perfect way to help kids be independ E l m cm-
s0ge Al Schools Should Reading Response Questions Juture. That's because cooking is necessary to survive. Everybody need vaiv ea im

using detads From the text. When approprate.

[t Tk obout the reasces and evdence
if chidren don't learn how to prepare their own food, how will they # Fect and record your thekeg Lock ot
1 Whot cloim does the outhor make n § NaMe Date themselves os odults? Name: Date s claen Use the spoce at the bottom

Drrecticrs: Read the pazzage Al Schools Should Teach Chiren How 1o Cook Arewer the following ques hons e heard some people say cooking isn't important. They think that therl Drections Thrk obout and write what the authers claim . Thnk bout the reasons ond evidence the outher
using detads from the text. When appropriate, mke sure fo answer i complete senfences. ugh restaurants around, so people don't need to learn to cook for used 1o suppert ther dam Use the questions below 1o reflect and record your thinking Look ot your onswers
1 What clamn does the author make n the text? ves. But eating out is expensive. I don't think many people can of for :"_E’;‘?h?;“:‘.:‘3’:::;:;:::::::4::1“::’“ o e e space af e betto of e pose o
2 What reasons does the author share [y meal ot o restaurant. Therefore, learning to cook also helps people _ o argument?
support your thinking That's another reason I think cocking should be faught in school Tt Avuthor’s
children to stretch each dollar theyll earn n the future cblm,

The author makes the claim that

he author does clearly
1 Cooking teaches lots of lesso hat they want cooking
2 Cooking teaches students fo T > Les touaht hool
3. Tt wil help kids fo be respors - 1 Am I corvnced 2 Ts it o clear argument? Fes taught in school

2 What reasons does the author share fo support their man pont? Use text evdence fo
3 Evoluate the outhor's cloim Is this aff  Support your thinking

Student arswers wil vory, but th thor gve reasons fo support

argument and then explan wivy The Response thesr main point?

One possile answer is: No, this is share that others think
variety of reasons, the majority king is not as important.

They do not share ary f v sl 3 Are the facts streng and convineing? 4. Did the author gve reasons fo support
cook in schools. The argument w ee On and counter ther mam pomt? t there are enough

Svidonce. 3 Evoluate the author's claim. Is this an effective argument? Explan your fhinking nts around that cooking

. isn't necessary
4. Are you convinced of the author's clo Graphlc

Student answers wil vory but shy

in why or why not.

Orgonizer Work - J y say that the
. Evaluate: wos the agreement ef fective? Explain why or why not ck of facts in this
with ALL 3
Possages! 7

4 Are you convinced of the author's claim? Be sure o exploin your thinking
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