NONFICTION TEXT STRUCTURE
Student Sorting Activity
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WHAT'S INCLUDED?

In this resource you get a hands—on engaging sorting activity that will help your
students understand the dif ference between all the nonfiction text features.

Students will moatch the definition
of each text structure to the
correct header.

Students will identify and match
the visual cue that corresponds to
each text structure.

[

Cause & Effect

Compare &
Contrast

Description

Problem &
Solution

Sequence

Explanation

In this type of
text, avthors
explain
relationships
about WHY
something has

happened.

In this type of
text, authors find
similarities and
differences in the
people, places, or
things they are
writing about.

In this type of text,
authors provide in
depth and specific
detdils about a
person, place, or
topic.

In this type of text,
authors write
abovut an issve or
challenge and
explains how it
covuld possibly be
resolved.

In this type of text,
authors write
about a series of
events, steps, or a
process that the
reader can follow.

Visual Cue

>

mnm>

Students will be given a set of key ]
words and will match them to the
correct text structure.

[

Key Words

since, then, because,
if, when, so,
therefore, as a
result, without,
reason, due to,
consequence

like, unlke, both, also,
most, but, whereas,
however, similar, as
well as, too, same,
dif ferent,

for instance,
features include, in
particular, another
exampleis, let me
explain, most
important,

because, since, the
I1ssue 15, dilemma,
challenge, concerns,
this led to, the
answer to, one way,
the difficultyis

first, next, then,
finally, before, af ter,
second, third,
meanwhile, during,
dates listed in order

There is also a short example of
each text structure that students
will read and then identify the
correct text structure.

There is over 100 milliony
tons of plastic floating in
the ocean. This debris
con cause physical harm
to mary marine animals.
Marny sea turtles have
been kiled by consuming
this floating plastic. The
plastic gets stuck in
their stomachs and
prevents them from
properly swallowing food

Leatherbocks and
Kemip's Ridley are both
endangered sea turtles.

But other than that, they
don't have too mary
similarities. Leatherbocks
are the largest of sea
turtles and con weigh
over 2000lbs, whereas
the Kenp's Ridley 15 the
smallest and only weighs
in around 70lbs.

Leatherbacks are the
laraest of all the sea
turtles. They con arow
up to 10 £+ i length and
con weigh over 2,0001bs.
The are the only sea
turtle that does not have
o hord shell. In fact,
ther name comes from
thelr rubbery, leather—
lke skin Leatherbocks
are endangered.

Ore of the biggest
threats to Howkshbil sea
turtle is the llegal
trading of their beautiful
shells to rmoke jewelry
and other luxury items
Mary groups such as the
Sea Turtle Conservancy
are trying to roise
aworeness about llegal
shell trade to protect
these animals.

Most ferale sea turtles
wil beain nesting ot night.
First she wil crowl out
of the ocean and begin
searching for her ideal
location. Next she begins
constructing her nest
and digaing the eag
covity. Then she will lay
and bury her eges. When
sheis ol finshed she wil
returnto the ocean.

*Digital version of this sort is also included*
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Digital Version

You con also access a digital version of this resource created
using Google Slides.

If you incorporate digital
resources INto your
instruction, you con also
access this text
structure sort as a
Google Slides. It includes
mMovable images so
students con drag each
card to the correct place
on the sorting mat.
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Student Reference Sheet

You have the option of printing the nonfiction text structure
toble already filled out with all of the information.

This is a great reference
sheet for students to
keep in their reading
folders or journals. They
con easily refer back to
this sheet and have all
the information about
nonfiction text structure
on poge poge.
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Cause & Effect

Compare &
Contrast

Description

Problem &
Solution

Sequence

Explanation

In this type of
text, authors
explain

something has
happened.

In this type of
text, authors find
similarities and
differences in the
people, places, or
things they are
writing about.

In this type of text,
authors provide in
depth and specific
details about a
person, place, or
topic.

In this type of text,
authors write
abovut an issue or
challenge and
explains how it
could possibly be
resolved.

In this type of text,
authors write
about a series of
events, steps, or a
process that the
reader can follow.

Visual Cue

5

Key Words

since, then, because,
if, when, so,
therefore, as a
resulf, without,
reason, due fo,
consequence

like, unlike, both, also,
most, but, whereas,
however, similar, as
well as, too, same,
different,

for instance,
features include, in
particular, another
examnple is, let me
explain, most
important,

becouse, since, the
issue is, dilemma,
challenge, concerns,
this led to, the
answer fo, one way,
the dif ficulty is

first, next, then,
Finally, before, after,
second, third,
meanwhile, during,
dates listed in order

There 15 aver 100 million
tans of plastic Floating
the ocean. This debris
can cause physical harm
o many marine oninals.
Mary seo turlles hove
been kiled by consuring
1his Fiooting plastic. The
plostic gets siuck n
their stomachs and
prevents them from
properly swallowing food

Leatherbacks ond
Kerrp's Ridley are both
endongered sea furtles.
But cther thon thot, they
don't have foo many
similorities: Leatherbacks.
are the largest of seo
turties and can weigh
over 2,000lbs, whereos
the Kernp's Ridiey is the
sraallest and only weighs
in around 70lbs,

Leatherbacks are the
largest of all the sea
turtles They can grow
up to 10 Ff in length and
can weigh aver 2.000lbs
The are the orly sea
turtle that does not have
o hard shell. In foct,
their nome comes from
their rubbery, leather -
ke skin. Leatherbacks
are endongered.

One of the biggest
fhreots fo Hawksbill sea
turtie is the flegal
troding of their beautiful
shells to make jewelry.
and ather fuxury items.
Maory groups such as the
Sen Turtle Conservancy
are frying fo roise
awareness about illegal
shell trade fo pratect
these animals.

Most female sen turtles
wil begin resting of right
First she will crowl out
of fhe acean ond begn
searching for her ideal
\ocation. Next she begns
canstructing her nest
and digging the ega
cavity, Then she wil loy
and bury her eggs When
he &5 all finished she will
return to the ocean:
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Student Sorts - Individual

You can print the nonfiction text structure sorts as a single
page which works great for individual students.

This is a great activity to
use when you are
introducing text structure,
or if you are woanting to
assess your students in an
engaging/honds on way. You
can print the sorting mats
ond the sorting cards for
each student and they con
either glue the cards on the
sorting Mot or you can
laminate them and use
them year ofter year.
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Student Sorts - Group

You can print a larger version of the sort on two pages. This
large size works great for groups or for workstations.

This is the exact some sort,

but the sorting mat and

cards are a little bit larger - _

so it works well if you want s T G|
your students to complete S
It in groups or if you wonted
to use it as part of o center
Youwll have to print two
pages and glue them ciasi
together to create the
sorting mat. L highly
suggest printing this version
on cardstock and laominating.

Visual Cue

Key Words
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Hey! Let's be friends!

Click the icon below to follow me on social media.

QOO

Just a heads up...

Make sure you are aware of my terms of use.
Every page of this document is copyright of Sara Marye, The Stellar Teacher Co. LLC. All Rights Reserved.

«This product is for personal use only and is to be used only by the purchaser/original downloader of the
product.

«Copying this product for other teachers, your department, your school, your district, or your friends is
prohibited.

*Teachers may NOT upload this product to school/district servers, or to any website, distribute via e-mail,
or share digital or print copies including to file sharing sites.

«You do not have permission to claim any part of it as your own, to copy, or modify it, and you may not
share or sell anything based on this document.
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https://www.pinterest.com/stellarteacher/
https://www.instagram.com/thestellarteachercompany/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/The-Stellar-Teacher-Company
https://www.facebook.com/thestellarteachercompany/
https://pages.convertkit.com/f5ae4c3c36/3684f9be48
https://www.stellarteacher.com/
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