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WHAT'S INCLUDED?

This resources includes dif ferentiated reading passages, skill-based graphic organizers,
and comprehension passages based on the passages.
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STRONG SUMMARY CHECKLIST:
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3 Sets of Dif ferentioted - e Reading Response Questions

Graphic Orgonize
Each text has a graphic
organizer students can use

Reading Passages Each text also includes a set of

Each set includes the same reading response questions thot
text written at three ‘ could be answered using any
different levels for a fotal of N response fo that story, OR.|evel of passages, so it doesn't
It can be used with any fext motter if your students are
to practice the same skill. reading level A, B, or C, the
onswer to the questions will still
be the same.

9 passages.

*Digital versions are included for all templates. *




EASY TO DIFFERENTIATE

Each text is written ot three dif ferent levels. You can select the level that is best for
your entire class, or you can let students choose the level they wont to read. This
mokes discussing the some text whole group so much easier.
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American people
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Includes Digital Versions

I love to provide both print and digital options
in my resources. This resource includes a
digital version created using Google Slides.
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A LOOK INSIDE... Text

Passage A - Level 420L - 610L
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There are three main woys people who live, work, and vacation on
beaches can do this

the light spectrum. Tt is less likely to confuse turtles.

Keep outdoor lights of f ot night.
Use red lights when lighting is necessary. The color red is low on

Use curtains on windows after dark. Curtains lessen the
nt of light that can shine onto the beach from inside of

Passage B - Level 610L-810L

Name: Date:

Artificial Lights: An Unlikely
Sea Turtle Enemy

There are seven different kinds of sea turtles around the world
They spend most of their lives in the ocean. However, females have to
come to shore to lay eggs. It is important that these eggs hatch now
more than ever. That’s because sea turtles are an endangered species.
That means they are ot risk of becoming extinct.

A big reason sea turtles are in trouble has to do with human
activities. Sea turtles are often hunted. They olso can get caught in
fishing nets. But one man—made challenge for sea turtles is dif ferent.
Tt has to do with the simple lightbulb

Sea turtles need dark spaces on beaches to nest. But many
beaches these days are full of people and buildings. Houses, hotels, and
businesses line many shores. The bright lights from these buildings are
scary for turtles. In fact, they keep many from coming ashore at all
That means many female furtles try to lay their eggs in the ocean. But
eggs can't survive in water, so none of the new baby turtles can be
born

There are three main ways people who live, work, and vacation on
beaches can do this

1. Keep outdoor lights of f at night.

2. Use red lights when lighting is necessary. The color red is low on

the light spectrum. Tt is less likely to confuse turtles.

3. Use curtains on windows after dark. Curtains lessen the

amount of light that can shine onto the beach from inside of

Possage C - Level 810L - 110L
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Artificial Lights: An Unlikely
Sea Turtle Enemy

There are seven different kinds of sea turtles swimming in oceans
around the world. While they spend most of their lives in the sea,
females come to shore to nest and lay eggs. It is important they make it
to shore, especially now. That's because sea turtles are an endangered
species. That means they are at serious risk of becoming extinct.

A big reason sea turtles are endangered hos to do with human
acftivities. Sea turtles are often hunted by humans for meat. They also
often get caught in fishing nets. However, one man-made challenge for
sea turtles is a lot dif ferent. It comes from the humble lightbulb.

Sea furtles need dark spaces on beaches to nest. However, this hos
recently become dif ficult. Sea turtles must battle beachfront
development. Many hotels, homes, and tourist areas have popped up along
the world's shorelines. The bright lighting from this development
frightens femoale sea turtles from coming ashore. As a result, they often
nest in dangerous areas where predators or humans could damage the
eLsThxs makes the chances of the eggs hatching very slim. Even worse,

place on land to nest. Lig Reoding Response Questions

learned that baby turtles

Nome: Date:

pmother mroblem m Arfificial Lights: An Unlikely Sea Turtle Enemy

the artificial light for the moonlight and follow it foo far inland. The

Fortunately, there is a simple solution to help save many turtle
nests and hatchlings; it's as simple as keeping beaches as dark as

ow moonlight to the sea. However, many babies mistoke

then perish from dehydration, accidents, or predators.
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Artificial Lights: An Unlikely
Sea Turtle Enemy

There are seven dif ferent kinds of sea turtles swimming in oceans
around the world. Although they spend the vast majority of their lives at
seo, females must come ashore to nest and lay eggs. It is imperative
that they make it to shore, especially now since sea turtles are
currently clossified as an endangered species. That means they are at
severe risk of becoming completely extinct.

A substantial reason sea turtles are endangered has to do with
human behavior. Sea turtles are often hunted by humans for meat and
they are often caught in commercial fishing nets as well. However, one
specific man—-made challenge for sea turtles is much different from
humans plucking them from the sea. It actually comes from the
humble lightbulb.

Sea turtles require dark, noiseless spaces on beaches to nest.
However, this has recently become difficult due to beachfront
development. Many hotels, homes, and tourist areas have popped up
along the world’s shorelines. The bright lighting from these structures
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Name: Date: E light, so they refurn
one of the eggs

ed in water.

a female sea turtle can manage to nest on shore, another
Jn can arise once the eggs hatch. Lights confuse baby turtles
ts believe hatchlings have on instinct to follow moonlight to th

Directions: Read the passage Arfificial Lights: An Unikely Sea Turtle Enemy. Answer the following questions Directions: As you are reading, or once you are finished, use this space below fo record your thinking about the
using detals from the text. When appropriate, make sure fo answer in complete sentences.

text. First, use the TAMKO chart fo help you collect evidence from the text for your summary. Then use the

main idea,

Thankfully, there is a
as easy as keeping beachd

examples from the fext to support your answer.

1. Whatis the mainidea or topic of this text? Use evidence from the fext fo support the

What would you describe os the biggest problem humans are causing for sea turtles?
Use examples from the fext to support your answer.

What would you describe os the biggest solution for humans to profect sea turtles? Use

How do you think the author organized this text? Explain your thinking

ever, many mistake the artificial light for moonlight. This cou
o follow the lights too far inland. The boby turtles con then dig]
ck of water, accidents, or predators.

detais from the chart fo write your summary,

Your introductory sentence:

DETATLS FROM THE TEXT shore, another

Text Type

State the title and type of text.

hts deceive baby
F have an internal

The Response
Sheet oand
Graphic
Organizer work
with ALL 3

Passages!

Author and Action
Nome the author and a verb.

Main Topic

State the main idea or text topic

e rest of your summary:

Key Detais

+Include 2-3 key details from the text

Organization

*Make sure you organize your summary using the

text structure as the text

MY SUMMARY: Use the details from the chart above to write your summary,
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A LOOK INSIDE... Text

Passage A - Level 420L - 610L

Jack took the Iyrics to composer Albert von Tilzer. Albert wos not a
sports fan either. But he knew Jack’s Iyrics needed a catchy melody. He
composed a lively tune for the song. Then Jack and Albert fook the song
to the US. Copyright Office. “Take Me Out fo the Ballgame” was
registered on May 2, 1908

Passage B - Level 610L-810L

created a character named Katie Casey, a woman who knew everything
about baseball. Jack liked the idea of Katie being a baseball expert,
something also considered to be a moan's subject. Of course, this prefend
storyline was inspired by the real-life Trixie. By the fime his subway ride
waos over, Jack had written two verses and a chorus

The

ong quickly became popular Tt was soon plaved af baseball

games 1}
country. |
Jack didr]

JocK
played dy
the chor
know shg

Name: Date:

[N The story of “Take Me Out to
the Ballgame”

“Toke Me Out to The Ballgame’ is a popular song played at baseball
gomes. Many think the song wos written by a boseball fon. But the
writer wasn't a sports fan af all. In fact, the song wosn't really even
inspired by baseball. It wos inspired by the writer’s girlfriend.

Jack Norworth wos a songwriter in New York City in the early
1900s. At the time, professional baseball was still a new sport. Many
songwriters used baseball as the topic for new music. Jack wanted to
use baseballin a song too. But he knew nothing about it. He had never
even been to a game. Also, he wanted to write a song about his
girlfriend. Her name was Trixie Friganza

Trixie was on actress. She also fought for women's rights. She
wanted women to have the right fo vote. Trixie led voting rallies. She gave
speeches to huge crowds. She encouraged other women to get involved
in politics. She also stood up to men who thought women should not have
the right fo vote. But Trixie did not back down. She believed her political
ideas were just as important as men's.

Jack took the Iyrics to his friend and composer Albert von Tilzer.

Possage C - Level 810L - 110L
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Nome: Date:

The Story of “Take Me Out to
the Ballgame”

“Take Me Out to The Bollgome’is a song played at baseball games all
over the world. Most think the song was written by a baseball fan. But
the writer wasn't a sports fan at all. In fact, the song wosn't really even
inspired by baseball. Instead, it was inspired by the writer’s girlfriend

“Toke
soon playe
country. B
a baseball
wos over 3

Jock Norworth was a singer and songwriter in New York City in the
early 1900s. At the fime, professional baseball was still a new, popular
sport. Many songwriters used baseball as the topic for new music. Jack
wanted to use the popularity of boseball too. But he knew nothing about
the sport. He had never even been fo a game. Also, he longed to write a
song about his girlfriend. Her name was Trixie Friganza

The I
traditional
7t inning o
the chorud
song. As a
woman sh

Trixie wos a stage actress. She also fought for women's rights. She
wos o large part of the suffrage movement. This movement sought to
give women the right to vote. Trixie led rallies, gave speeches to huge
crowds, and encouraged other women to get involved in the cause. She
also debated many men along the way. Plenty thought women should not
have political ideas or the right to vote. But Trixie did not back down. She
stated at one rally, I do not believe any man.is better fitted to form a

Jack loved Trixie's bl
alsoloved her passion for] Reading Response Questions
This all came to Jack's m

Nome: Date:

The Story of «Take Me Out to the Baligame”

Jack saw a poster for a baseball game hanging in his subway car.
This prompted him to write down some Iyrics on the back of an
envelope he had in his pocket. He decided to use a baseball game as the
song’s setting. He then created an imaginary character named Katie
Casey, a woman who knew everything about baseball. Jack liked the idea

of the fictional Katie being so knowledgeable about baseball, something
that was also considered to be strictly a man's subject. Of course, this

pretend sf
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Nome: Date:

The Story of «“Take Me Out to
the Ballgame”

“Take Me Out to The Bollgome®is a song played ot boseball games all
over the world. Most assume the song was written by a baseball fan, but
the writer wasn't a sports fan at all. In fact, the song wasn't really even
inspired by baseball; instead, it was inspired by the writer’s girlfriend

Jack Norworth was a singer and songwriter in New York City in the
early 1900s. At the time, professional baseball was sfill a young sport
that was growing in popularity. Many songwriters were using baseball as
the fopic for new music. Jack wanted fo use the popularity of baseball
to create a new, catchy song too, but he knew nothing about the sport.
He had never even been fo a game. Also, he longed to write a song about
his girlfriend, Trixie Friganza

Trixie was an actress ond women's rights activist. She wos a lorge
part of the suffrage movement which sought to give women the right
to vote. In this role, Trixie led rallies, gave speeches to huge crowds, and
encouraged other women tfo get involved in the cause. She also debated
many men who thought women should not have political ideas or the
right to the ballot But Trixie did not back down from any of these

opinion than T am.”

k loved Trixie’s bravery. He also admired the way she stood up
o tried to get in her way. Jack was not put of f by Trixie’s pas
ics, which wos considered to be a man's subject. Instead, he
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Directions: Read the passage The Storyof “Take Me Out o the Ballgame Answer the following questions using
detais from the fext. When appropricte. make sure o answer in complete sentences.

1. What wos the fext mostly about? Use details from the fext.

2. Who are the eventsin the text about? When do they happen? What details from the fext
support this?

3. Where do the eventsin the text take place? What details from the text support this?

4. Why did the author write this text? How is the text organized? Be sure to explain your
thinking

led her knowledge of it. All of these ideas came to Jack’'s mind|
on the subway one day in 1908

k saw a poster for a baseball game hanging in his subway cor.
to write down some Iyrics on the back of an envelope he wos
. He decided to use a boseball game os the song’s setfting. He 1

The Response
Sheet oand
Graphic
Organizer work
with ALL 3

Passages!

Directions: As you are reading. or once you are finished, use this space below to record your thinking about the
text. First, answer the 5 W questions and How? - jot down your notes. Then, use your answers to write o
summary. Don't forget to use the checklist o check if youve written a strong summary!

Who's the fext mosfly sbout? What events happened?

she stood up to men
by Trixie's passion for
subject. Instead, he
0ging her in the topic.
on the subway one

ow did the author orgar

MY SUMMARY :Use all your answers to help you write a summary.

STRONG SUMMARY CHECKLIST:

O Around 4-5 sentences
O Clearly state the main idea

O Onlyincludes key detais

O Consider the author'spurpose O Use your own words

O Mirors the structure of the text

>
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A LOOK INSIDE... Text

Passage A - Level 420L - 610L

Jack took the Iyrics to composer Albert von Tilzer. Albert wos not a
sports fan either. But he knew Jack’s Iyrics needed a catchy melody. He
composed a lively tune for the song. Then Jack and Albert fook the song
to the US. Copyright Office. “Take Me Out fo the Ballgame” was
registered on May 2, 1908

The song quickly became popular Tt was soon plaved af baseball

Passage B - Level 610L-810L

games 1}

representative, like Vermont. But large states can have many more, like
Colifornia. There are 53 California representatives in the House right now.
In total, there are currently 435 members of the House of
Representatives

The Judicial Branch is made up of the courts. Its main purpose is

Possage C - Level 810L - 110L

to inferpre]
Nome: Date:

Two Senators represent each state, so there 100 members within
the Senate at all fimes. But the number of representatives in the House
is based on each state’s population. Small states may have just one
representative, like Vermont. But large states can have many more, like
Californio. There are 53 California representatives in the House right now.
In total, there are currently 435 members of the House of
Representatives.
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The Branches of the U.S.
Government

The founders of the United States wanted a balanced government.
They didn't want one person to have too much power. They decided fo
split the new government into three different branches. They are stillin
place today. The three branches are the Executive, the Legislative, and
the Judicial. Each branch wos created to balance out the others. This
way, not one could get fo be too powerful.

The Executive Branch

The Executive Branch makes sure laws are followed. The President
is not just the head of the country, but the head of this branch. The
Vice President is also a part of it. He or she must toke over if anything
happens to the President. The other members of this branch are the
people in the President's Cobinet. The Cabinet is made up of leaders

education, and lobor. They work with the President and help him or her
make decisions for the whole country.

from dif ferent departments. The departments handle things like health,
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The Branches of the U.S.
Government

The founding fathers of the United States wanted a balanced
government. They didn't want one person to have too much power like
the King of England did. They split the new government into three
different branches which are stillin place today. They are the Executive
Branch, the Legislative Branch, and the Judicial Branch. Each branch was
designed fo balance out the others so not one branch would become too
power ful

The Executive Branch

The Executive Branch is responsible for making sure that the laws
of the United States are followed. The President is not just the head of
the country, but the head of this branch. The Vice President is also a
part of this branch. He or she must take over if anything happens to th:
President. The other members of this branch are those in the
President’s Cabinet. The Cabinet is made up of the leaders of dif ferent
departments and handling things like health, education, and labor. They
consult with the President and help him or her moke decisions to benefit
the country.

The President then signs Reoding Response Questions

Congress is the main|
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The Story of «“Take Me Out to
the Ballgame”

“Take Me Out to The Bollgome®is a song played ot boseball games all
over the world. Most assume the song was written by a baseball fan, but
the writer wasn't a sports fan at all. In fact, the song wasn't really even
inspired by baseball; instead, it was inspired by the writer’s girlfriend

Jack Norworth was a singer and songwriter in New York City in the
early 1900s. At the time, professional baseball was sfill a young sport
that was growing in popularity. Many songwriters were using baseball as
the fopic for new music. Jack wanted fo use the popularity of baseball
to create a new, catchy song too, but he knew nothing about the sport.
He had never even been fo a game. Also, he longed to write a song about
his girlfriend, Trixie Friganza

Trixie was an actress ond women's rights activist. She wos a lorge
part of the suffrage movement which sought to give women the right
to vote. In this role, Trixie led rallies, gave speeches to huge crowds, and
encouraged other women tfo get involved in the cause. She also debated
many men who thought women should not have political ideas or the
right to the ballot But Trixie did not back down from any of these

bislative Branch

Iny think the President is in charge of making laws. But the

Int does not have this power. The Legislative Branch creates bill
sident then signs the bills into laws or vetoes them

Senate. Members of both
Two Senators repres|
members of the Senate
number is based on how
Vermont have one repres
many more. There are 53]
NOW. Thsre are currently

Directions: Read the passage i

4. Why did the author write this text? Explain your thinking

hes of the US Government Answer the following auestions using detais
from the text. When appropriate, make sure fo answer in complete sentences,

1. Why were three branches of government created? Use examples from the fext.

2. What members make up the executive branch? Use examples from the text.

3. What are the jobs of the legislative and judicial branch? Use examples from the fext.

_ Summarizing Sections

Name:

T do not believe any
ed to form a political

Date:
that she fought for

gress is the main body of the Legislative Branch. Congress hd
ts. The first is The House of Representatives. The second is 1
Members of both parts are voted into their positions by the
n people.

0 Senators represent each state, so there 100 members of
at all times. But it is different in the House. The number is ba
state’s population. Small states may have just one

SECTION #1

The Response
Sheet oand
Graphic
Organizer work
with ALL 3

Passages!

SECTION #2

SECTION #3

Directions: While you are reading, you can jot down important notes for each section of the text. Then, identify
the most important detals from each section and use them to write a summary of the entire text.

T ¢ —=NOTE TAKING

she stood up to men
by Trixie's passion for
subject. Instead, he
0ging her in the topic.

Heading:
Notes:

on the subway one

Heading:
Notes
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Hey! Let's be friends!

(ick the 1con below to follow me on social media.

QOO

¢ Looking for new ideas
and easy-to-implement
strategies?

Tune in to the Stellar Teacher Podcast
each week to hear me share actionoble
~ strategies that will help toke you to the
y. next level of your teaching career!

Click HERE to listenl
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