NONFICTION TEXTS

HISTORICAL, SCIENTIFIC, & TECHNICAL TASK CARDS
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WHAT'S INCLUDED?

This resource includes 20 reading task cards that contain short nonfiction passages
that will help you teach your students to explain the important details and events in
historical, scientific, and technical fexts.

Task cards can be printed in ’rhree dif ferent ways.
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l Bafars the frond Conyon covadbe formad. e fod
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Option #1 - Just the text  Option #2 - Text and Graphic Option #3 - Text and
Orgonizer Template Response Questions

*Digital versions are included for all three sets of task cards.*




Option #| - Just the Text

One of the printing options for the task cards is to print JUST the text Eoch task card
hos a short nonfiction reading passages (takes up half a page). The topics are mostly
historical, scientific, and technical to help you teach standards RI3.3, RI4.3 or RI5.3.
BUT really, these nonfiction texts work great to help you teach almost any nonfiction

stoandard.

This set of task cards is ideal if you want
to use them in the “traditional” task card
WOV,.

_ I suggest printing them on cardstock and
i nd Canyon | activity. The Grond { &% . . .
ST, either putting them all on a book ring or
~ufhe .s:n’re of p&«@“ .
in a photo box.

There are 3 options of reading response
sheets included so students can read the
passages ond respond on o separate poge.
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Option #2 - Passage &
Graphic Organizer

One of the printing options includes the passage and a graphic organizer template.
These task cards con be printed front and back and work great in a center, as part of
your small group instruction, or even for guided practice.

* On the front of each task card is a short A
reading possage (the same numbers and titles %
as option #1). Sy

The bottom of each task cord includes o few
questions to prompt students to think about

the order of events or steps in the process T —
ond whot is significant about them. AT T T T
1920s
On the back, there is a graphic orgonizer o
templote thot will help students think about
the details included in the text and how they

help communicate the important events/steps.

*Digital versions are included for all three sets of task cards.*




Option #3 - Passage &
Response Questions

One of the printing options includes the passoge ond reading response questions. These
tosk cards can be printed front and back and work great in o center, as part of your
small group instruction, or even for guided practice.

On the front of each task card is a short
reading possage (the same numbers ond
titles as option #1).

The bottom of each tosk card includes a
few questions to prompt students to think
T $ about the order of events or steps in the
T e process and what is significant about them.
( ‘ .

Il

On the back, there is space for a sticky note
so students con jot down details about the

R . / text and what is most significant about this
text.

*Digital versions are included for all three sets of task cards.*




Includes Digital Versions

I love to provide both print and digital options
in my resources. This resource includes a
digital version created using Google Slides.

There are three dif ferent digital =i
versions included (to match the _: = N Sreaametex
. . . 5 N Sybil Ludington
three dif ferent printing options). WO r¢.“;‘f:r"$;i??£§“m‘:‘i;f§f e,

ttock In the sprin Fl???h men hod
=5 to plont 'h<:|r cr ops
that a rearby town was under
Brihsh attack. Herry got to work preparing for battle but had no way fo
gather his rren Sybil wos the oldest of his 12 children She wos 15 yeors

e Option 1: The text with a A\ 30 e e Stk e st s

It is estirrated that Sybil rede 30 rrile t right, By the time she
made it back home, men were already arrma march to Danbury, the

generic space for student \ Toun indar s ey and s a0 e 12 helpwin

battle T'hf_'~|I were able to fight vath the British as they tried o leave the
town. Sybil wos a brove girl who did her part

response. =
Option 2: The text with the __ W, —

graphic orgonizer at the _ ,_ _ e
bottom (this one is pictured o |\ W [ 2l ||whar||
the right) | E Y
e Option 3: The text with the
text—based comprehension
questions on the bottom.

WHY
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A LOOK INSIDE..(option I)

Read & Respo Read & Respond © Read & Respond (5]
Paul Revere’s Wild Ride Your Amazing Eyes Penicillin Saves the Day

Irn 1774 and 1775, Paul Revere delivered mail on horseback. He lived in Your eyes use light to tell your brain what you're seeing Your field L ago, people often died from bacterial inf %, Today antibiotics e

Massachusetts ond debvered arcund New and of wision is the space your eyes con see at one fime. Light reflects of f ic nfechons.
On the evening of April 18, 1775, Paul received an important job. He was to ride the surface of each iter in your Field of vision and enters your eye In 1928, scentist Alexander Fleming returned home to London from
frorn Boston to Lexington, Massachusetts to warn Americans that British First the light goes through your cornea, which focuses the light. Second, vocohon He went to check on his soviples of bocteria growing m dishes. One
soldiers were coming. Two other riders set out for Lexington but took dif ferent the light goes through your pupil, which regulates how much light can get sanple was growing mold. There were no bacteria in the sare area as the nmold
s PR oo . N -~ The mold seriin
through. The lost stop ot the front of the eye is the lens, which changes " 'd w'; o Vo & o

= . - R Alex tested the mold on other kinds of bocteria. He learned how fo extract
shape to help you see thing bosed on how far awoy they ore

the peniclin from the mold. There wos just ne way to make medicne ouf of it
Now the light has reached the main part of you eyeball It goes yet

Revere was rowed across the Charles River ond borrowed o horse. Around
midnight, he arr n Lexingfon He warned everyone he could of fhe coming
attack Paul wos on his way to Concord to cont preadmg the news when he X | i
was coptured Luckily. one of the other riders wos able to warn Concord of the Fhrough your eye and projects onto your retina The“rE'.;nn acts like In 1939, scenfists ot Oxford University started trymg to grow mold for
threat movie sereen for the irmages contained in the light. The reting has rany penicilin i large vats. In 1940 they started testing the medicne on animals. The

Paul was let go by the British, but they took his horse. He had to walk back complicated ports. Bosicolly, it sends to your optic nerve, which is behind first hurmon was freated in 1941, but the medicne wosn't quite ready yet They
to Lexingtonand arrived early the next morning Soon after, British soldiers the eye. The optic nerve sends the signal from the light o your brain, kept working and found the best way f w large quantites of the mold. By
raarched into Lexington. The battle Fought there was the start of the American and prestol You are seeing 1945 the first anbiiotic was avalable fo aryone who needed it Thanks fo these

Revolution. Poul Revere did his part for Americanindependence English scientists, today mary kinds of nfections are completely treatable

Read & Respond Read & Respond Read & Respond o

Living Off the Grid o The Road to the Civil War Sybil Ludington
=+ panple i - | =uk reas where L than 100 years after the end of the Revolutionary War, the “United \ P
Most ?.,op.\, in America live in urh-ﬂl’_\ or .;ur:u;h-ﬂn -::.en._, wr:en, the?f get o "” ot oa :‘r o " - " i bl " e Herry Ludington was a Colonel during the Revelutionary \Wor. His
electricity from a local power company. “Living 011_’ the grid” refers to choosmg States i the north and south were deeply dvided over fhe ssue of regiment protected coostal lond between Connecticut ond Long Islond,
to ive not connected to the local power supply Those who would rativer ve of £ ratter s, weshaard il rew herritories he fras o which was vulneroble tn British attnck Tn the <pring of 1777 his mmen had

the grid may also fend
One ?'ea son ;uov.e cho Read & Respond ;:n Read & Respond ‘ e s Read & Respond o
2! U

cornpanies generate el o . A CTou'I Sllr!:r:eﬁ:\"ed e - her 4 Gravity Hon Hibernation

electricityis by burnin hot ;r dsmood fs cl)rc oh GSd A ?:‘:1 ET I’;‘l rea i +n ::‘l W fm s Gravity is like a magnetic force that pulls on objects, Instead of = Te _C‘\"O'd extinction, oll living things must be oble to survive

and store their own elf o7 TOW @0 Need To plan anead a 5 SMAArT 10 have frozen . pep| being actually magnetic, gravity is coused by mass. All objects have a - S| Hibernation is one way raany animols survive

convert natural energy| fruit ready BEFORE you want to moake a smoothie. Simply slice fresh gravitational pull but the greater the mass of the object, the stronger tle Marnrnals, reptiles, birds, and even insects hibernate. If it is too cold,
People who live of bananas ond strowberries and freeze them on a cookie sheet. Smaller e that pull will be, For exarnple, the sun's mass and the mass of the ‘other ot or food and water are scarce, animals con wait for the environment to

pollute the planet Gen| berries do not need to be cut up 1861{ planetsin our solar system are what hold the planetsin their orbit 9M1 change. Hibernation is not sleeping though. Instead, animals slow their

Growing their o foo For two smoothies, you will need 1 cup of milk, % cup of vyogurt, around the sun Gravity holds our racon in orbit around Earth. The moon's [964] breath ng ond heort rate down. Their body temperatures drop, so they

other ways people minl and ¥ cup of fruit juice. Put these ingredients info a blender. Mext, put gravity, meanwhile, causes changes to our ocean tides here on Earth ™ | are using less energy to stay alive. They can then “wake up” when it

a sliced frozen banana in the blender. Then add 2 more cups of Earth has significont mmass, especially compared to individual iters on | o8 warms up, or food and water is more plentiful

whatever frozen fruit you like Earth. That meons Earth is the greatest force around ond pulls | Winter is one logical time for animals to hibernote. IF it gets severely
When all of your ingredients are in the blender, but the lid on it everything on its surface down. Earth's gravity is why we con live on the cold, finding food can be almost impossible. Droughts ore also o time

You don't wont your smoothie oll over the kitchen! Turn on the blender surface and not float info spacel While on the surface, we also exert a when anirnols ray have a hard tirme surviving When it doesn't rain,

and run it until the smoothie is smooth and crearny. Finally, pour it into gravitational pull on the Earth. But we are so small, our pull doesn't have there isn't enough water to drink, Hbernation is o survivel behavier. Tt

two glasses to share with o friend! Enjoy your cool treot on o hot day on impoct on the eorth. Gravity is the glue that holds our planet together allows animals to make it through dif ficult tirmes so they can continue

the business of life

Read & Respond o Read & Respond o Read & Respond e

A The Grand Canyon The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire The End of Slavery in America
_ Conyons are formed by dif ferent k nds of geological activity The Grond The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory manufactured women's clothes in the The Civil War in America was long and costly Northern and southern states
Canvyon is the biggest caryonin the United States. It hos formed over many early 1900s. Located in Manhattan, New York, the factory took up the fop 3 had been fighting each ather for alrmost two years when President Linceln fock
milkons of years N . . - floors of , ree gare—-changng action On January 1, 1863, Lincoln issued the Emancipation
Milions of fears aga. Sh",r_'ng of fectonic plates in what is now fhe state of The women who made the clothes at the factory were teenagers. They PrOf' aration. This presidential erder freed slaves in southern states that had
Amgnn created ‘.ne_CoIarr.da Plateau 'F:r.‘.on:: uphrf_\pushed parts of thc.: worked 12 hours o day, 7 doys a week in cranped spaces ’ seceded from the Union, This act has several important con =,
Elar:n's crust up to form the plateau T"IB Colorado R retran over the The factory building had one working elevator that went to the top floors. One First, men could now join the Union Array, and did so to the tune of
plateau. Over milions of years, th: wver has worn away the riverbed. This exit stoircose door was locked. The other staircase exit door opened inward 200.333 soldiers. Second, the separated southern states lost much of their
helped create the deep carvjon Becouse rivers are censtantly moving, they When a fire broke out on the morning of April 25, 1911, 600 workers were labor force. Slaves were relied upon to keep the wheels of the southern
carry away ma erial worn from the bed ver. Camyons form from the tropped on the 8™ Floor. ) econonmy turning, and the wheels fell of f the bus. Third, and perhaps most
fresen over e, . The whole trogedy was over quickly. 145 young ladies lost their lives in the irpor tantly, the Emancipation Proclamation changed the tone of the war
According to National Geographic, sc.en?.i.‘seshmnre that the Grond fire or jumping from the burning building But the fire got people's attention Tt Instead of being about north versus south, it became more about freedom
Corvjon gets 1 foot deeper every 200 years. It is currently 6,000 feet deep, raised aworeness of the need for worker safety Because of the Triangle versus bondoge
which would equal about 1,200,000 years to form. But eresion hasn't remained Factory catastrophe, laws were passed. Safety regulations were passed to make Abrahar Lincoln wos assassinated on April 14, 1BE5. The Confederate
constont because of changes in the river and weather patterns, While everyone buildings safer. Over time, laws were passed profecting workers from Arry surrendered on the 26™ of the same manth 620,000 had died and ruch
doesn't agree how cld the Grand Canyenis, we con agree it is very, very old dangerously long hours Workers today still enjoy these protections of the south wos demolished but the stotes were united once again
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A LOOK INSIDE...(Op’rion 2)

Read & Respond - Nonfiction o Read & Respond - Nonfiction °

Pavl Revere’s Wild Ride Your Amazing Eyes Pemcnliin Suves ihe Day
il . es us o tell your brain what youre seeing Your field of Long ago, | n arn s Today antibig
es con see at one tirme. Light re s of f the
. ™ surface of each iter in your fiel sion ond enters your eye First the
Fram Saston i I'-'  Mos e rifisk ight goes threugh your corneo, which focuses the bght. Second, the kght goes
were forr.rg ! ! ders set Lexmgton but ¥ througn your pupll, which requlates how much kght can get through The lost
Revere stop at the front of the ey the lens, which changes shape to help you see
thing bosed on how for away they are
MNow the light has reached the main part of you eyeball Tt goes through 1939, s o rd Uriversity s
your eye and projects onto your refing. The reting acts like a mowi en fi \ 1 ey storted testing t
tr ages confained in fhe light. The refina has many compk
aton. The 2 2 Basi , it sends to your o ! which is behind the
evere did his port for .=r. erico nJcpen;len:c sends the signal from the kght to your brain, and prestol You are seeing f
THINK: THINK: scientists, today
Explain the events or steps in order. + Explainthe events or steps in order. THINK:

What is cne cavse and effect relationship you can identify? + What is one cavse and effect relationship you can identify? +  Expiain the events or stepsin order.
+ What is one cause and affect relationship you can identify?

Read & Respond - Nonfiction o Read & Respond - Nonfiction o

The R_oad to Ihe CMI w:.r _ Sybil Ludington

a Colonel during the

:n Connecticut and Long Tsland, w

ere deeply th e J— ] -
i and south were ¢ _ vulnerable to hattack. In the spring of 1777, his men had gone home. Tt
er W tward ex ""”0
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Paul Revere’s Wild Ride ) Your Amuzlng Eyes e olde] Penicillin Saves the Duy
¥ - g t 1 o F the possoge. Exple ek I in Hidf e OS50 S
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weg| [ 19208

art.

Why did it happen? ceceds What is the job of your eyes ? el

How does your eye work? e and
—1 [ 1930s

1940s

\ r
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I.nﬂng Off the Gﬂd ) ) ‘lhe Road to the Civil Wu' _ Sybil Ludington

udington is, whai

The 1850s The 1860s

WHO

WHAT

WHY




A LOOK INSIDE...(option 3)

Read & Respond - Nonfiction Read & Respond - Nonfiction °

Your Amazing Eyes Pemcnliin Saves ihe Day

s use light to tell your brain what you're seeing Long ag en dit Ll s Today antipi

| on horseback. He lved in

coming. Two other rig et f exing fi routes. the ligi s through \mur pupil, which

Revere wos rowe 5 harles L round thro st ¢ the front of ‘h : eye is the lens, which chan

= to h p you see thing based on how for a.-\-a\, ey are. ; :

MNow the light hos reached the main part of you eyeboll Tt goes through 1939, scie j Uriversity started
your eye and projects onto your retina. The retina acts ke a mowvie screen for | \ {0 they storted testing
the images contamed in the light. The reting hos rany comphcated parts = an wos tre but the medicne
Basically, it sends to your ophic nerve, which is behind the eye. The optic nerve L
sends the signal from the kght to your brain, and prestel You are seeing
THINK: scientists, today mary kinds of
Explain the events or steps in order. + Explainthe events or steps in order. THINK:

. - Explain the events or steps in order.
What is one cause and effect relationship you can identify? What is one cause and effect relationship you can identify? ~ What s ane cause and effect relctionship you can identify?

Read & Respond - Nonfiction o Read & Respond - Nonfiction o

Living Off the Grid “‘IQ Road tO ihe CNIl Wer Sybil lUdiﬂngl‘l
ople in Arvierica lve in urbon or suburk a5 whe 1 t Less 00 years ¢ the e he § > the “United States® Henry Ludington was a Colonel during the Revolutionary War egiment
. f-‘l’ connpany "Liv e grid” s ! et " R - U . protected coastal lond between Connecticut ond Long Island, which wos
e loco ‘:?“:‘:'_J ':T:‘ o b e = and - ) N S | . or clow vulnerable to British attack. In the spring of 1777, his men had gone home. Tt

Reqd & Respond Nonf iction F}nv Read & Respond - Nonfiction o

& alde] Us2 tha space balow to respond to the fext you just read

i ) .

Why did the author write this text? Why did the author write this text? [ n h{ Why did the author write this text?
ted th
wmmﬁrﬂﬁ;ware us_;mlouulwmawm Seeeds ‘What has to happen before light can enter your eye? 1\ WE ::.zm prons first in the development of penicillinas

d 05 able to warn Concord of
“oul was let go by thy . but they took his horse. He hod fo
ton and arrived e E

| his
capturing ramwy | the B

minimize their impoct on o

art.

THINK:
Explain the events d
«  Whatis one cause d fse and
How does the signal get from your eye to your brain? —1
‘What did Paui do first to get to Lexingtan? ‘What was the effect of the scientists’ parsistence

oping P

Rec:d & Respo d N nfiction Read & Respond - Nonfiction o

ext you st read

Why did the author write this text? Why did the author write this texi? Why did the author write this texi?

How do some methods of generating electricity poliute According to the text, what was the biggest issue Why weren't Colonel Ludington's soldiers ready 1o ride
the planet? leading up to the Civil War? to Danbury?

H off-grid electricity generation is less peliuting than Why did seven states leave the Union after the BE60 What was the effect of her brave act?
traditional power, what con you infer about other election?
ospacts of off-gridiiving?
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Hey! Let's be friends!

Click the icon below to follow me on social media.

and easy-to-implement
strategies?

Tune in to the Stellar Teacher Podcast
each week to hear me share actionoble
strategies that will help toke you to the
next level of your teaching coreer!

Click HERE to listen!
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https://www.pinterest.com/stellarteacher/
https://www.instagram.com/thestellarteachercompany/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/The-Stellar-Teacher-Company
https://www.facebook.com/thestellarteachercompany/
https://pages.convertkit.com/f5ae4c3c36/3684f9be48
https://www.stellarteacher.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Genre-Word-Wall-Cards-5088574
https://www.stellarteacher.com/podcast
https://www.stellarteacher.com/podcast
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