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Math Problem Solving Strategies
Anchor Charts

Anchor charts cover the following:
• Problem Solving 

Strategies
• Types of Math Problems
• Math Talk Sentence 

Stems
• Math Key Words
• CUBES
• STAR
• UPS-Check
• Choose, Act, Reflect
• RICE
• WIK, WINK, & WIMP
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Problem Solving 
Strategies

Math problems can sometimes be tricky to 
solve. There are so many different problem 

solving strategies  you can use to be successful 
solving math word problems. Anytime you solve 

a problem you should do the following:

Here are some strategies you can 
use to help solve your math problem: 
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FIRST
Understand 

the 
problem. 

SECOND
Make a 

plan. 

THIRD
Carry out 
your plan. 

FOURTH
Check your 

work. 

 Draw a picture
 Guess and check
 Look for a pattern
Make a table 

Work backwards
Write an equation
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Math Talk 
Sentence Stems
When you are solving challenging problems in 
math, it is helpful to talk through your work with 

a friend or classmate. 
Here are some ways you can start talking 

about math problems you have solved. 

 I found the answer by…
 The first thing I did was…
 The strategy I used was…
When solving this problem 

you need to remember…
 I was confused by…

 I decided to ____ because…
 I can prove my answer is 

correct because…
At first I thought____, now I 

think…
Another way to solve this 

problem is by…
 The most challenging part 

was…
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CUBES
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C
Circle Important Numbers
What do I already know? What 
numbers and units are being 
shared? 

U
Underline the Question
What do I need to solve for? What 
units am I being asked to figure 
out? 

B
Box Important Action Words
What key words do I notice? What 
action am I doing to my original 
numbers? 

E
Evaluate and Eliminate
Is there extra information I can 
eliminate? Does my plan make 
sense? 

S
Show Your Work and Check
Did I show my work? Is there 
another strategy I can try to check 
my work? 

Cubes is a problem solving 
strategy you can use with 

any type of math problem. It 
gives you steps to make sure 

you don’t miss what the 
problem is asking you to do. 
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STAR
You can be a problem 

solving STAR. Just follow the 
steps of this strategy and 

you will start to experience 
problem solving success. 

S
Stop and Read the Problem
Before you do anything, stop and 
read the problem. Make sure you 
understand what the question is and 
what units you are trying to find. 

T
Think About Your Plan
Think about the strategy that will best 
help you solve this problem. What 
steps will you take to get to the 
answer? 

A
Act or Carry out the Strategy
Time to get to work. Once you have 
your plan, you need to carry it out 
and follow the steps of your plan. 
Make sure you go slow. 

R
Review and Check Your Work
The last step is to review and check 
your work. Did you answer the 
question? Do the units of your 
answer match the question? 
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S
You can be a problem 

solving STAR. Just follow the 
steps of this strategy and 

you will start to experience 
problem solving success. 

S
Stop and Read the Problem
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Make sure you go slow. 
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Cubes is a problem solving 
strategy you can use with 

any type of math problem. It 
gives you steps to make sure 

you don’t miss what the 
problem is asking you to do. 
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