Math Problem Solving Strategies

Anchor Charts

UP:S-

UPS-Check is a great strategy
you can use for any problem.
Make sure you understand
the problem, make a plan,
solve the problem, and
check your work.

Understand

+ Read the problem.

+ What do you know?

+ What are you being
asked to find oute

+ What
solve the problem?
+ What
you use?
« What
most challenging?

Plan

is your plan to
strategy will

part might be

* Implement your
plan.

+ Show all your work.

+ Label your answer.

+ Go slow.

*+ Does your answer

make

+ |s there another
strategy you could
use to check your

work?

sense?

Anchor charts cover the following:

Problem Solving
Strategies

Types of Math Problems
Math Talk Sentence

Stems

Math Key Words
CUBES

STAR

UPS-Check

Choose, Act, Reflect

RICE
WIK, WINK, & WIMP
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Each chart has six options for printing!
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ICE

RICE is @ math problem
solving strategy you can use
for any math word problem.
Make sure you follow each

step.

asked to

Read the problem. In your own words,
explain what is happening. Make sure
you understand what you are being

do.

Illustrate your Thinking

Draw a picture. Make sure your illustration
matches whatis happening in the word
problem.

Computeis a fancy word for solve. Solve
the problem and then use another
strategy to check your work.

Be wure y

Evaluate and Explain
Evaluate yvouranswer. Is it reasonable?

your answer is comect.

ou can explainwhy you think

Full Page Color

RICE

RICE is @ math problem
solving strategy you can use
for any math word problem.
Make sure you follow each

step.
Read and Restate The Problem
Read the prablem. In your own words,
explain what is happening. Make sure
vou understand what you are being
asked to do.

I Tlustrate your Thinking

Draw o picture. Make sure your illustration
matches whatis happening in the word
problem.

Compute and Check

Computeis a fancy word for solve. Solve
the problem and then use another
strategy to check your work.

Evaluate and Explain
Evaluate yvouranswer. Is it reasonable?
Be sure you can explainwhy you think
your answer is comect.

Full Page Black & White

Mini Fill-In

RICE

RICE is @ math problem
solving strategy you can use
for any math word problem.
Make sure you follow each

step.

Full Page Fill-In . ) c:
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Problem Solving

Strategies

Math problems can sometimes be tricky to
solve. There are so many different problem

: solving strategies you can use to be successful i
: solving math word problems. Anytime you solve i

a problem you should do the following:

: Here-Gre some strategies yyoucan
: us€: to help’solve your math problem: :

+Draw a picture
<. Guess arid chezk
<+Look For_a pattern
% Miake a table
<+ Work backwards

| FIRST | SECOND | THIRD | FOURTH (: FIRST |/SECOND | THIRD | FGURTH
: | Understand Make a Carry out Chieck your |: | Uncerstand Make G Carry owi Check your |
the plan. your plan. waork. : the pian. vaar plan. work.
problem. | : L prokiem. |

_Problem Solving

Strategies

Math problems can sometimes be tricky to
solve. There wire so many aifferent problem

i solving strategies you can userfo be\successful i
=~solving maith, word problerms. Anytieae you solve §

a.nroblein yoy should do the following:

Ferc are some strategies you can

dse to help solve your math problem:

<+ Draw a picture
< Guess and check
<+ Look for a pattern
<+ Make a table
<+ Work backwards




~ MathTak
Sentence Stems:

When you are solving challenging problems in
: math, itis helpful to talk through your work with i
: a friend or classmate. :

Here are some ways you can start talking
: about math problems you have solved.

<+ I found the answei"hy..

< The first thing I did was...

<+ The stratégy l used was...

<+ When solvina this problem

you rieed to remember-..

: I wdas confused by... :
i < I-decided o -—__ because...
: <+ I can\prove my answer is
correct because... :
: < At first I thought.___. now I
think... :

<+ Another way to solve this

problem is by...
<+ The most challenging part
Was...
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~ MathTak
Sentence Siems

! When you are solving ¢hallerging problems in
: math, itis keipful to talk'through veuwr work with
: a fiiend or classniate.

Here are'some ways you corn-start talking :
apoiut math problems ‘you have-soived.

»1 found the answei by...

<+ The first thing I did was...

<+ The straregy I used was... :

-+ When solving this problem
you need to remember... :

: <+ I was confused by... :

i < I decided to .__. because... :
< I can prove my answer is :

correct because...

: < At first I thought_.___. now I

think... :

<+ Another way to solve this

problem is by...
<+ The most challenging part
Was...
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m Cubes is a problem solving
R strategy you can use with
N/ A\ any type of math problem. It
gives you steps to make sure

you don't miss what the
] problem is asking you to do.

Circle Important Numbers
< What do | already knowg Wnat

numbers and units are being
shared?

Underlin¢ the GQuestion

what do | negd to solve fcre What
uniis am | beirigiasked to figure
oute

Box Important Action Werds
What key words do | natice? What
acion ¢mil doing to my original
riomberse

B
E Evaiaate and Eliminate

Is there extra information | can
eliminate¢ Does my plan make
sense?¢

Show Your Work and Check

Did | show my work? Is there
another strategy | can fry to check
my work?
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Cubes is a.pioblem solving
strateQy you carruse with
any type of thath problem. It
gives you stens40 rnake sure
you don't miss what the
_J problem is,asking you.to do.

Circle Iimportont Numbers

l Whai do haiready knowe What
numbizrs and upits are being
v,

shared?

Underline the Question

What do | need to solve fore What
units am | being asked to figure
oute

Box Important Action Words
What key words do | noticee What
action am | doing to my original
numberse

E Evaluate and Eliminate

Is there extra information | can
eliminate2 Does my plan make
sense?¢

Show Your Work and Check
Did | show my work? Is there
another strategy | can fry to check
my work?e
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You can be a problem
solving STAR. Just follow the
steps of this strategy and
you will start to experience
problem solving success.

Stop and Read the Problem
Before you do anything,siopvand
read the problem. Make sure you
understang-what the question is and
what units you aie frying 1o fing.

Think About Your Rlan

Thirikk about the strateqy that wil best
| help you solve #iis problem. What
steps will you take to-get ta the
ANSWENe

Act or Ca-rv out the Strategy
Time to,get to work. Once you have
yeurplan, you need to carry it out
and follow the steps of your plan.
Make sure you go slow.

Review and Check Your Work
The last step is to review and check
your work. Did you answer the
question? Do the units of your
answer match the question?
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You ceamn be a problem
solving STAR~JUst follow the
steps of this straiegy and

(=

: <) o)\ You will starf fo experience
) EZ SN\ oroblen solvdiig success.
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Stop, and Read the Problem
B&fore yolad anytningssiop and
read the problem:"Make sure you
understana-what the question is and
what units you are trying to find.

Think About Your Plan

Think about the strategy that will best
help you solve this problem. What
steps will you take to get to the
answere

Act or Carry out the Strategy
Time to get to work. Once you have
your plan, you need to carry it out
and follow the steps of your plan.
Make sure you go slow.

Review and Check Your Work
The last step is to review and check
your work. Did you answer the
question? Do the units of your
answer match the question?e




Problem Solving

Strategies

Math problems can sometimes be tricky to
solve. There are so many different problem

: solving strategies you can use to be successful
: solving math word problems. Anytime you solve

a problem you should do the following:

Herz-Gre some strategies youcan

use to help’solve your math problem:

+Draw a picture
+.Guess arid chezk
<+Look For_a pattern
<+ Miake a table
<+ Work backwards
<+ Write an equation

THIRD | FOURTH |: EPIRsr SECOND | _THIRD [ FGURTH |:
U

:| FIRST |SECOND :

: | Understand Make a Carry out! | Chieck your |:

the plan. your plan. waork. :
problem. |

Problem Solving

S’rra’re ies

Math problems can ; omefles be tricky to
solve. There'are so many different problem

i solving strategies you cdn use o be,successful
=-solving math word probleims. Anytinre you solve §

a.orobiem ycu should 'do the followwing:

naerstand Make ¢ Cany.eair | Check your
the clan.

|_ vour plan. work.
prolsiem. |

Hera are some strategies you can

dse to help solve your math problem:

<+ Draw a picture
<+ Guess and check
<+ Look for a pattern
<+ Make a table
<+ Work backwards
<+ Write an equation




Math Talk

éSen’rence S’rems§

When you are solving challenging problems in
: math, itis helpful to talk through your work with i

a friend or classmate.

Here are some ways you can start talking

about math problems you have solved.

< The first thing I did was...

<+ When solviiha this priablem
you rieed 1o kemiember..
>L Was ¢onfiused\by...

<+ I camproye My answer is
corpect-eecause...

<+ Another way to solve this
problem is by...
<+ The most challenging part
Was...
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Math Talk

Sentence Stems |

! When you are solving ¢'iallergina.zioblems in
: math, itis kelpful to talk\througn veuyr work with i

a 1riend or classmate.

i Hereare'same, ways you con-star talking :

apoit ma'th prioblems you have-soived.

<+ Thé £irst thing I \daid was...

s When solving this problem
you need to remember...
<+ I was confused by...

<+ I can prove my answer is
correct because...

<+ Another way to solve this
problem is by...
<+ The most challenging part
Was...




Cubes is a problem solving
strategy you can use with
any type of math problem. It
gives you steps to make sure
you don’'t miss what the
problem is asking you to do.

o0
Sl o

C Circle Important Numbers

What do | already know?e What
numbers and units are being
sharede

What do | need to solve fore What
units am | being asked to figure
oute

B Box Important Action Words

What key words do | notice? What
action am | doing to my original
numberse

Is there extra information | can
eliminate¢ Does my plan make
sense?¢

s Show Your Work and Check

Did | show my work? Is there
another strategy | can try to check
my work?
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Cubes is a problem solving
strategy you can use with
any type of math problem. It
gives you steps to make sure
you don't miss what the
problem is asking you to do.

What do | already knowe What
numbers and units are being
shared?

C Circle Important Numbers

What do | need to solve fore What
units am | being asked to figure
oute

B Box Important Action Words

What key words do | noticee What
action am | doing to my original
numberse

Is there extra information | can
eliminate2 Does my plan make
sense?¢

S Show Your Work and Check

Did | show my work? Is there
another strategy | can fry to check
my worke
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You can be a problem
solving STAR. Just follow the
steps of this strategy and
O you will start to experience

problem solving success.

Iza~

Stop and Read the Problem
Before you do anything,siopvand
read the problem. Make sure you
understang-what the question is and
what units you aie frying 1o fing.

Thirikk about the strateqy that wil best
| help you solve #iis problem. Whcit
steps will you take to-get ta the
ANSWENe

Time to,get to work. Once you have
yeurplan, you need to carry it out
and follow the steps of your plan.
Make sure you go slow.

Review and Check Your Work
The last step is to review and check
your work. Did you answer the
question? Do the units of your

answer match the question?
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You can be a problem
solvingt STAR~JUst follow the
steps of this straiegy and
you will'start to experience
problen solvirg success.

Stop and Read the Problem

5 | Before youad anyihingssfop and
read the problem:. Make sure you
&> | undersiang-what the question is and
what units you are trying to find.

Think about the strategy that will best
help you solve this problem. What
steps will you take to get to the
answere

Time to get to work. Once you have
your plan, you need to carry it out
and follow the steps of your plan.
Make sure you go slow.

Review and Check Your Work
The last step is to review and check
your work. Did you answer the
question? Do the units of your

answer match the question?




Problem Solving

Strategies

Math problems can sometimes be tricky to
solve. There are so many different problem

: solving strategies you can use to be successful i
: solving math word problems. Anytime you solve i

a problem you should do the following:

FIRST | SECOND | THIRD | FOURTH i [ 'FIRST |SECOND | THIRD | FOURTH |:

Problem Solving :

Strategies

Math problems can sometiraes be tricky to
solve. There'are so many different problem

i solving strategies you cdn use o be,successful
=-solving math word probleims. Anytinre you solve §

a.orobiem ycu should 'do the following:

Here are some stiategies you'can

: us@ to-telp solve your: math prokbilem:

<+ Drdw a piciure
+-Guess ard check
<+ Look Ffoira pattern
+make a table
<+ Work backwards
<+ Write an equation

_Here are some strategies you can :
: use to help solve your math problem: :

<+ Draw a picture
<+ Guess and check
<+ Look for a pattern
<+ Make a table
<+ Work backwards
<+ Write an equation




_ MathTak || MathTak
Sentence Stems | | Sentence Siems:

When you are solving challenging problems in When you are solving ¢hallerging problems in
math, it is helpful to talk through your work with i : math, itis kelpful to talk'through veqr work with
: a friend or classmate. a filend or classniate. :
: Here are some ways you can start talking Here are 'some \ways yuau cor-start talking
: about math problems you have solved. i, ! l apoit muaith problems ‘you have-soived.

=
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m Cubes is a problem solving
'0 strategy you can use with
N/ A\ any type of math problem. It
gives you steps to make sure

: o |l lee you don't miss what the
AN J problem is asking you to do.
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Cubes is a problem solving
strategy you car‘use with
any type of ¢iiath problem. It
gives you stepstsraake sure
you don't miss what the
problem is askiFig you to do.




You can be a problem
solving STAR. Just follow the
steps of this strategy and
you will start to experience
problem solving success.
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You cean be a problem
solving STAR~5Ust follow the
steps of this strategy and
you will'start to experience
problern solyiig success.
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