MAIN IDEA

READ & RESPOND TASK CARDS
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The Grand Canyon

The Grand Caryon in Arizona wWas formed over milkons of years. The Colorado
piver Flows through the bose of the canvyon This water has weathered and eroded
rock over time  Throughout the years, sedinnent and rock breok of f and get carried
awoy by the river As the surface hos been destroyed, the caryon or valley has
rernomed. The Grand Caryon is 277 miles long and between four and 18 mies
across Tt is 6,000 feet deep. The bose or floor of the canyon hos o variety of
landscapes, including a desert. Rock m this area, called schist, 1s about 2 bilion years
old. Limestone rock Found on the upper nm is about 230 million yeors old. The
canwon locks ke o stack of pancokes Tt hos layers of various colored rock stacked
on top of one anather. There ore many species of living creatures in the Grand
Canyory BUBE0 mvertebrote, 1,750 plants, 356 birds, a1 poramals, 47 reptiles, 17
fish, 3 amphibians, and over 2000 people Native Arericans colled the Havasupai live
there as well, as they have for thousands of years, Other Nafive American tribes
livng i the area nclude Mavajo, Southern Paute, Hopi, Zuni, and Apache, The Grond
Canyen earned national park status in 1919 by President Woodrow Wison Around 5 |
million tourists wisit the Grand Coryon annually. Flsee 2 sfoky nofe i he spoce obove 1
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WHAT'S INCLUDED?

This resource includes 20 reading task cards thot contain short non—fiction passages
that will help you teach, practice, and reinforce how to identify the main idea of a text.

Task cards can be printed in three different ways.

Option #1 - Just the text  Option #2 - Text and Graphic Option #3 - Text and
Orgonizer Template Response Questions

*Digital versions are included for all three sets of task cards.*




Option #| - Just the Text

One of the printing options for the task cards is to print JUST the text Each task card
has a short non—fiction reading passages (takes up half o page). The passages lend
themselves to identifying the moain idea of the text, but you really could use them to
teach any non—fiction skill.

e This set of task cards is ideal if you wont
to use them in the “traditional” tosk card
WOV.

e I suggest printing them on cardstock and
either putting them all on a book ring or
In a photo box.
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Option #2 - Passage &
Graphic Organizer

One of the printing options includes the passage and a graphic organizer template.
These task cards con be printed front and back and work great in a center, as part of
your small group instruction, or even for guided practice.

e On the front of each task card is a short
reading passage (the same numbers and
titles as option #1).

The bottom of each task card includes o
few questions to prompt students to think
obout what the main idea of the text is.

On the back, there is a graphic orgonizer
template thot will help students organize

their thinking about how to identify the
Main idea of the text

*Digital versions are included for all three sets of task cards.*




Option #3 - Passage &
Response Questions

One of the printing options includes the passoge ond reading response questions. These
tosk cards can be printed front and back and work great in o center, as part of your
small group instruction, or even for guided practice.

On the front of each task card is a short
reading possage (the same numbers ond
titles as option #1).

The bottom of each tosk card includes a
few questions to prompt students to think
obout what the main idea of the text is.

On the back, there is space for a sticky
note so students can jot down notes to
help them determine the main idea. There
ore also two text—based comprehension
quesTions.

*Digital versions are included for all three sets of task cards.*




Includes Digital Versions

I love to provide both print and digital options
in my resources. This resource includes a
digital version created using Google Slides.

There are three dif ferent digital
versions included (to match the
three dif ferent printing options).

» Option 1: The text with a
generic space for student
response.

Option 2: The text with the
graphic orgonizer at the
bottom (this one is pictured to
the right)

Option 3: The text with the
text—based comprehension
questions on the bottom.
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A LOOK INSIDE..(option I)

Read & Respond - Main Idea
The Grand Canyon

Read & Respond - Main Idea

Read & Respond - Main Idea

Great Wall of China

NASA

MASA is the

Dwight D. Ei

The 2.300-vyear—old Great Wall of China is located m no
budt to protect China From enery attacks and to protect the border
longest man-made structure ever andmg at 13,170 m [+
Empercr of Ching, ordered the frst wall segment. The first sections of wall
were bult with earth, stones, ond wood. Bricks, tles, and stones were added later
or. They even used a paste rade from shcky rice to glue the bricks together
The wall was rebult and lengthened over time by the Ming Dynasty Parts of the
wall are 33 feet tall and 15 feet wide. The wall has over 7,000 watchtowers in
addrfion to blockhouses for soldiers. There are even beacon towers fo send
sgnals. They estinnate that 800,000 to one millon people built the wall. Mary died
during the construction, some of which are buried under parts of the wall

The wall sits atop a rountain. When enemies would arrive, they would be
exhausted Protectors of the wall would fire arrows and roll huge stones of f the
waoll fo prevent on attock. They also reserted fo choramg on horseback. The Great
Wall of China 1z one of the 7 Wonders of the World

Read & Respond - Main Idea

Hurricanes
A hurricane is o vislent storm on earth with powerful w
Depending on where the storms are located, hurricanes co
storms. If the storm forms in

The Grand Carwon in Arizona wos formed over mllions of years. The Colorado
River flows through the bose of the coryon This water hos weathered and eroded
rock over time, Throughout the years, sedment and rock break of f and g
away by river. As the surfac v destroyed, the
remained  The Grand Caryon is 277 < long and between four and 18 r
ocross. It is 6,000 feet deep. The bose or floor of the canyen has o .ar.ﬂt\- of
landscopes, including o desert. Rock in this oreo, colled schist, is dbout 2 billion yeors
old Lirmestone rock found on the upper rim s about 230 million years old. The

k of pancokes
T

onauts, researchers, scientists, engneers, and rmathematicions. They werk together
op, plon, and corry out missions fo space. It hos developed the cury, Germini,
programs to learn how fo Fly in space. Astronauts conduct scientific research
ore about Earth and weather
These probes have

Tt has layers of various colored rock stacked

on top of one ancther. arg rnany £ 5 of Inving creatures m the Grand

Canyory 8480 nvertebrate, 1,750 plants, 356 birds, 91 mammals, 47 reptiles, 17

fish, 9 amphibions, and over 2000 people. Mative Annericans called the Hovasupa &

, o5 they have for thousonds of years. Other Mative American tribes tation. And did you know that o 1

opi, Zurd, and Apoche. The Grand the f MASA iz hoping they con add °F peop!

25, missions, and development enrich our everyday I
would be lke without NASA

caryon looks ke o st n Loboratory, and seven-t

For MASA

there os we
living in the orea include Navajo, Seuthern Poiute
Caryon eorned notional pork st

million toursts wvisit the Grand Caryon annuall

Idea
Ice Hockey

People are zpping by on ke shates, Lorge wooden sticks are tryng fo shoot o
ck puck mto a net, T o fost-paced, exciting sport with a long
hestory. Ancient endizations developed simllar ideas with balls and sticks, but no ice
Loicnd : sarias Becised Geapbe plousd | ; .

Tornadoes are columns of air that rotate v and form

are also known as twi s 15 hoch
couse destruction fo trees,
colored with an elephont
lIerg thunderstorms wil
Second, cold wind up aboy

. and funne have high—spe wmnds that
buildings, and more. These “iglent windstarms are aroy

Sharks
Sharks have o bad reputation, but did you ever think that we are mvading their
horme? There are 368-500 species of shark, including the great white shark,
harmerhead, bull, figer, and mako. Only 25 species attack humans. In reality, there
are about 100 shark o ch year. Bull sharks attack humans the most
ause they pre 5, st swirinaers do
Sharks hove lived for over 420 million years. They don't have bones, ke most
stead, they have cortiloge, the some thing in our eors and noses. They have
teeth in their mouths Sometirmes, they could have 3,000 teeth ot one
If a tooth falls sut, another one shifts forward Sharks rust contmususly
. or they will die rg over ther
vsenses. They hove better vision thon cod
of blood in the woter. T
they con even hear fish throshing obou
shark 15 only 7 nches long, but the whal

the wind directions ond o

upward ot high speed hor Bhzzord: sxtremely dongerous snowstorms, In order for a storm to be
gorized 0s o c.zzo'tl_ it st huvc sustoned winds of 35 rnph, ond visiedity rmust

the high winds,

Jeseph Strauss, along with Irvng Morrow and Charles Eliis desaned the Gol

Gate Bridge i California. Tt tock mary years to plan and four years to build
A Construction on the bridae began on ,nnuo'\- 5, 1933 The bridge stretches over the
"—’C**:'"n 65 .,r'.dl 250 Ml Goiden Gate Strait and com h Marm County, Being part of the
500 feet wide. However) oy srow wos dangerous 50 feet above the water
are measured by wind SB ying weather, and even an earthquoke inferfered with construction af fimes. Eleven

?arr'.adc-!_:s are people died during the bulding pr forkers ty net under
Texas 10 South| 4o bridge, which saved 19 men. The bridge was infentionally calored “infernational
orange” to make it stand out This helps arplanes, boats, and cars see the bridge on
cloudy. foagy days. The reddish-orange colormg protects the bridge from humidity
ond water. The Golden Gate Bridge is on 8981 foot long suspension bridge. At the
tirne it wos builf, it wos the longest suspension bridge around. The six lanes spon 90
feet wide. Two lorge towers hold cobles that weigh 24,500 pounds. These cobles
help support the 887,000-ton bridge that stands 746 feet high Th
Bridge wos opened on May 27, 1937, m Califorrea. Today, the Golden Gate Bridge =
considerad one of the 7 Wonders of the Modern World attack great

funnel forrns. The funm

touches the groun
> to see obje

s nf:umi_c d can of ten fires
ond landraarks that are right in front of the he blizzard is
described o b whiteout conditions. But an be o blizzord without

Ground blizzards happen when the already fallen snow gets blown arsund
Large low-pressure storms closh high pressure to cause o blizzard. The
rgisture from oceans and lakes rises and creat ouds. The clouds grow as warm
ond cold oir mix. When freezi mperatures join the mix, o blizzord can form
gives thern oxygen Sharks have The oftermath of o blizzord can be chal enging. Wind, ice, and heavy snow con
ond wolves. They con smell o drop create a lot of dormage. There can be power outages, property damage, fal
like o beoting heart. And, ond cor accidents. Transportationis dif ficulf. so schoals and businesses w
for oway. Sharks vory in size. The pyary down m the mid of a snowstorm s, plants, and crops can also After the
wrk. can be over 50 feet They are snow melts, flooding con happen. People ond oninnals con get seriously hurt or even die
been known to from exposure durmng o blizzord

Read & Respond - Main Idea

Whales
Even though they live ir
They are actually wormn-blooded mamnnal
ey are born,

to breathe through a bl

In the LI Fimally iy

northern

ey can feel electrical immpuls

carnvorous, so they eat rmeat. While orea and kiler whales have
s really are the kings of the oceoan

Read & Respond - Main Idea
American Football

Read & Respond - Main Idea
Eiffel Tower
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whales are not

They breathe air ond
Whales approach the
underwater for 35
bram while
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les use half the
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resting fo know when to resurface for ar
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1869 In the beginning, f

The baleen f

d the Su

¢ their body leaves the water and splaches back down).
e Super Bowd is

mioke sounds and sing fo each other. B whales (baleen whales) are the larges:
one messured 110 fee [ hon o dnosour! Between the 177
er Comp knew ju b whales were hurted for oll, Blubber. food. and other resources.
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A LOOK INSIDE...(Op’rion 2)

Read & Respond - Main Idea Read & Respond - Main Idea Read & Respond - Main Idea °

The Grand Canyon _ Great W'ul'l of China

24 in northern China,

What is the main point the author wants you to know about this topic?
What datails support your thinking? + What is the main point the outhor wants you to know about this topic?
* What details support your thinking?

Read & Respond - Main Idea © Il Read 2 Respond - Main Idea [6)

Ice Hockey

harn—

i Read & Respond - Main Idea o ) Reqd & Respond - Main Idea B Read & Respond Main Idea

The Grand Canyon ‘ _ ) _ Grecﬂ WQII of China

What is the Topic? What is the Main Idea?

INK:
What is the main point
What details support vy

Read & Respond - Main Idea Read & Respond - Main Idea © [ Read 2 Respond - Main Idea (&)

Tornadoes ) ) . ) Ilce Hockey Hurricanes

Topic of Text:

Topic
Sentence
(use the
author's words)

Main Idea
(use your own
words)
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A LOOK INSIDE..(option

Read & Resp

d - Main Idea
The Grand Canyon

INK:
What is the main point

What details support yq

Read & Respond - Main Idea

What is the main point the author wants you to know about this topic?
What datails support your thinking?

Read & Respond - Main Idea o

Ice Hockey

What is the main point the author wants you to know about this topic?
What details support your thinking?

Read & Respond - Main Idea o

What is the main idea of this text?

+ Explain how the Grand Canyon was formed?

« Why do you think there are so many living creatures
Grand Canyen heme?

Read & Respond Main Idea o

Use the o the text

What is the main idea of this text?

+ How does a tornade form?

+ Why ara tornodes o destructive?

What is the main idea of this text?

+ List some of the firsts that NASA has accomplished:

+ What aresome of the ways that NASA explores
space?

Rec:d & Respond Main Idea
Use the

o the fext vou j

What is the main idea of this text?

+ Explain the origin of ice hockey.

+ Whatdetalldo you think is most significantto the
fex

Read & Respond - Main Idea

Greui W'ul'l of China

24 in northern China,

4 Read & Respond Main Idea

sa the space below text you just read

wnm is the main idea of this texi?

+ What was the purpose of building the Great Wall of
China?

. What aresome of the significant features of the
Great Wallof China?

Read & Respond an ldeu

: Sip =t you jus

What is the main idea of this texi?

+ What are some other terms for hurricanes?

+ What iz one detail you learned about hurricanes?
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Hey! Let's be friends!

Click the icon below to follow me on social media.
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Looking for more stellar resources?

Click the photos below to check out some of my other resources.

=
O
LLl
p
2
O
O
4
—
LLl
—

4@« <A THE STELLAR TEACHER COMPANY PP ppp


https://www.pinterest.com/stellarteacher/
https://www.instagram.com/thestellarteachercompany/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/The-Stellar-Teacher-Company
https://www.facebook.com/thestellarteachercompany/
https://pages.convertkit.com/f5ae4c3c36/3684f9be48
https://www.stellarteacher.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Text-Structure-Task-Cards-Distance-Learning-5923550
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Parts-of-Speech-Posters-Distance-Learning-1970971
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Reading-Strategy-Cards-4668562
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