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Chess Master
Earing the title of chess master is no easy featf
Trnagine receiving such a remarkable fitle ot the age of
ten—years—old? On May 1, 2021, Tonitoluwa “Tani* Adewumi
did just that.
Tani has foced many challenges at such a young age
In 2017, Tani and his family left their home in Northern
Nigeria as refugees. He and his family lived in a shelter for
families facing homelessness, It wos during this time he
learned to play chess at school
He started winning titles right away! His first big win
was in 2019 at the New York State championship for
kindergarten through 3™ graders. When Tani was unable fo
afford the admission fees for competitions or supplies to
play, he wos supported by his teachers and clossmates. His
mother also found free chess practice sessions for him to
attend
Tani took his practice very seriously. He spent up to
ten hours practicing everyday after school. Tani would play in
person and online to gain experience. Through hard work,
Tani's chess obilities began to blossom.
In order to be named chess master, chess players
earn at least 2,200 points by competing in various
stitions. Chess is known to be dif ficult to play. But
a9 in and traveling to competitions brought its own
Ities. With the support of his family and his
anity, he has been able fo compete - enough to earn
2 chess master fitle!
thess master is only one of Tani's amazing
5Ws to help YoV lishments af such a young age. He is also an author!
use the nonﬁC“ ikt 4 qnactan: \ e story of his
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Before, During,
and After

Readers can ask questions
before, during, and aftfer
reading.

Before Reading:
What do you olready know about
chess?

During Reading:

What does the author want me to
learn about Tanitoluwa Adewumi
and/or the game of chess?

After Reading:
What questions do you still have
about the topic?

|
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WHAT'S INCLUDED?

You get the saome 4 elements for each of the lessons in this set.
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FOCUS: Open Questions

Objective: Students wil be dble fo osk and answer open questions whie
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tne fext?

Should Animals Be Kept in Zoos?,

Are 2005 a good thing? Some people believe they
are. whi others are nof sure we should have them. This
i5 an ongoing debate in many areos of the worl

Let's start with the reasons why people dont think
2005 are a good idea. One purpose of a 2001 to display
animals for people's erjoyment. Many people are bothered
by this because that s not an animal's purpose. T+ hos
also been reported througnout history. that 200 animals
are not olwoys treated the best Some societies and
groups have been started specifically fo spread this
message.

In the United States, the Association of Zoos &
Aquariums (AZA) was established to help make sure zo0s
and aquariums mest the
care possive Their purposeis fo make sure z00s are
providing fun, sofe, and educational experiences whie
keeping arinnols happy and safe. Tt is great that this
exists in the United States, but not oll countries have such
associations to keep onimals sofe.

Ore the other side of this debate. there are groups
and associations in support of 200s. Tt is argued that zoos|
are doing important conservation work for animals
Conservotion is 0 way of profecting animals. Many Zoos
clainn they are protecting aninnals by giving them a sofer
environment outside of their natural home. For example,
the golden frog which s native and no longer exists in
Panama, con stillbe found in 2005, So. although this
amphibian s extinct in the wild, 2003 are mainfaining the
E stence.

Remerrber the AZA? They believe hat z00s are
doing important and necessary education around wildife.
They beeve 200 educaton programs help visors beter

dangerous situations. Zoos have stepped in, and
animals being istreated by com
or carnivals that use animals for
They give them o safer home that resembles their
natural hait.

Now that you know o little more about both sides.
what do you think - ore 200 a good thing?

Personal Beliefs

Readers can ask: *How does fhis
challerge rmyoun personal
understanding or

What details did the author include
that support the belief that z005
are good and be ?

What details did the author include
that support the belief that zo0s
are harmful and should not exist

How did Me text make you think
dif Ferentl

LESSON PLAN

Each lesson comes
with a scripted out
teacher lesson plan.
You'll know exactly
what to say to help
your students
master the
objective.

STUDENT TEXT
Each lesson includes
a student text that
is written with the
focus skill in mind.
Students will easily
be oble to practice
applying the skill you
are teaching them.
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Before Readi

P What s the topic of this text?.
What do T already know about this topic?
Why would someone read this fext?
\What mignt T learn?

o
O
L/ do these uemmmowmlkm?
Readi

- | after to help remind
them of the focus
skill.

"\ RESPONSE PAGE

Organize Your Thinking: = s i resing fow 94 those

Questions You Asked: Impaci on Reading:

Students con dig
deeper after the
lesson and complete
the response page
which includes a
graphic organizer and
comprehension
questions related to
the text.

Comprehension Questions:

1 What was something you learned about coral rom reading the fext?

3. What wos the rnainidea of fhis fext?




COMPLETE LESSON PLANS

e 4T model.
lesson a total breeze. Each strategy lesson follows the som
e

- @ STRATEGY LES
Target | lesson and STRATEGY LE FOCUS: Author s
You'll introduce the focus skill for the less @

ré
S: Be{:o Objecti =3uenswilbeale
lain how it will help your students be stronger FOCU = @ S
explain

point of view in non-rfiction texts,

. will be ¢
e: Students wil e

. v . n— * Todoy we ore 90Ing 1o sperd sq
objed e reoding NO texts. To better understand q
uestions while TARGET point of view,
a4 Today we ore 90109:5 1-2 min This means that the outhor’s pf
- Tobetter W
texts.

.I_ -I- ‘n our S'l' Informational text.
SF)GY\(* l( ASI 0) . . Uden 2 TB RG E“' 5 esions while ! — — . —
. -FeW MINUTES TEOC |Y\9 Y ke . . ﬁ?\j ‘L:'n:.ans thot ret n:woc:h cu:arorwalyzmmg‘ﬂ‘ L?cuomufmy1grimpon,
-|- -|- e 'FO ' e’ € i\ \ClUded Y 7 N o
Cus SK|“ \/\/ \%
O” ObOU h —L te

the author's opinians, the infor

readers.

for todoy 15 they left as
. S\Nee-l- Thc(‘ocus . bctfcr .
phroses to help you keep this short and %

For examn le, when ang zing the
Tn orde p YZing

and also o strategy card you can reference during
the lesson.

le |
.{glcs:ll‘s where the magic happens. Students will

use the reading passage to procfrice the SJl:illd\éontJAr
jJust tought while you check in with each s t;”
J::) make sure they understand the focus sKill.

fer | | ]
Eguq’l:":nd your lesson with a short discussion an

remind students fo continue practicing lJrhe focus
skill while they are reading independently.

pefore, during ﬁncc
pefore rcoamgi
it do T olre?
puring rc"jd]rjg. J
\eorn?” ond Hov
AFter reading \f
do T still \rlD\’C_‘
Let's look ot T
Questions.

Now it's your furl

Teocher Notes
Tdeally, STU
strategy 9"
prefer foh
Master fol
While stud
check-=Int

Keep The

IF you ¢l

fFirst firy

.an widy
fextis |

This wi

appiyit

Discuss

Who |
How |

the authors OPInIoN?* and “How of
When analyzing the information s
they share with Hhe read?:

When onalyzing the Inforration Ig
topic the outhor didn't include ?»
Let's look of the strategy card tg 4

Now 5 your turn to try this strategy

Teacher Notes:

* Idealy students would be able tn
Strafegy group IF your sfudents g
1o have aff students using the sapad
Wildiife Biologist to hejp students g,
While students are reading and prg
check-in and tak with cach styden
Keep the discussion focused on the,

I¥ you chopse o use the shared fe
first fime, you Might need fo prow,
way you con keep Yous strafegy fesd

by Providing students wyt, the fext

make sure that while they are of 7hd
strafegy:

Discuss:

Who can tef mMe how this focys helpd
How did considering the authors poiry
texf?

Link

Remernber, YoU can ask questions on

CONsider the authors naint o



Includes 12 Focus Lessons

Each lesson will help you teach your students a specific focus skill that will help
them understand osking questions.

Lessons Include:

Asking QU
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Asking Quest

] Readers can ask questi
Jd] during, and after read

Before Reading:

\\ What is the fopic of this text?
What do T already know about +
. Why would someone read this te
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ring Reading:
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Ask o Variety of Questions

Asking the question “What surprised me?”
Asking 5W aond H Questions

Closed Questions (Right There Questions)
Open Questions (Think and Search Questions)
Asking Questions Before, During, ond After
Reading

How Questions Impact Our Reading
Questioning the Author’s Point of View
Asking the question “What does the author
expect me to already know?”

Using Questions to Monitor a Change in
Thinking

Questions Lead Readers to Explore More
Texts

Asking the question “‘How does this challenge
My own personal understanding or belief ?”




FOCUSED STUDENT PRACTICE

These passages and response pages are a great way for students to
get focused practice on the specific skills included.

Each passage is short, fun,
ond engaging to read.
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INCLUDES TEACHER GUIDE
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Includes Digital Versions

I love to provide both print and digital options
in my resources. This resource includes a
digital version created using Google Slides.

In addition to the print
version, you get a digital
version creoted using Google
Slides for all the possages,
response pages, and graphic
orgonizers.

Rest assured, you can use
this resource in both foce—
to—face and virtual
classrooms.

" "

Biography: Chloe Kim

Chloe Kim has been hitting the slopes since she was.
four years old! Snowboarding hos been on impor fant part of
her life for os long and she con remember. She joined o
snowboarding feam and started competing ot the oge of six!
In the post several years, Chloe has been owarded with many
snowboarding titles, including af the 2018 Winfer Olympics.

Chloe was bornon April 23, 2000 in Long Beach,
Californio. Her father had immigrated to the United States from
South Korea in 1982 When Chloe waos eight-years-old, she
moved fo Europe to live with her aunt. Her parents hoped she
would learn French, but her focus quickly shiffed fo
snowboarding. She joined a Swiss snowboording team. Her
family soon realized her talent on the slopes wos more than
just a hobby.

Chloe’s father left his job 1o help her focus on training.
She moved back to California and joined a special skill
development program at Manmoth Mountain. In order to train,
she had to travel 350 miles away fromher home inLa Palmo,
California. This trip took more than 5 hours, but her father
drove her every weekend. That's dedication!

Although Chloe wos bornin the United States, her South
Korean heritoge is important fo her. She and her fomily visited
South Korea often when she wos younger. She can also speok
Korean. Chioe hos shored that when she wos younger,
understanding her identify wos a struggle. But os she has
gotten older, she embraces all parts of who she is!

In order fo focus on snowboarding, Chloe storted
homeschool in the eight grade. She took online classes. This
allowed her the freedom of studying while olso traveling for
snowboarding. Educationis impor fant o her. Chioe has plans to
attend college of Princeton University. She recognized eorly on
in her career that she wouldn't be oble to snowboard forever,
50 having o back~up plan wos important.

At the 2018 Olympics, Chloe made a bignome for
herself. She was the youngest woman to win a gold medal in
snowboarding! During her snowboard halfpipe run she scored a
98.25, nearly 10 point ahead of her competitors! Her winning
trick? Back~to~back 1080s! This means she did three spins in
the air, then repeated the same move on the opposite side of
the holfpipe.

Her Olympic gold medal is just one of the moany fitles
she holds. Chloe has dominated the X Games - walking awoy
with a medal ot each of her seven appearances so forl She
hos also been oworded Best Female Athlete and Best Female

Olympian - oll before the age of 21

Readers can ask the SW
questions fo understand the
main ideas in the fext:

What is 0 WHO question you can sk
From this text?

What is 0 WHAT question you can
ask from this text?

What is o WHEN question you can
ask from this text?

What is 0 WHERE question you can
ask from this text?

What is 0 WHY? question you can
ask from this text?




x 17 Total Lessons

A LOOK INSIDE..

Student Strategy
Strategy Cards Specific Texts

Certain
Questions

Scripted
Lesson Plans

STRATEGY LESSON #

Response
Pages

Date:

Name:

A Coral of a Different Color

As human activity, such os burning ol and coal

Asking Questions: Non-Fiction Texts Asking Questions: Non-Fiction Texts

What questions did you ask wh How did those

Organize Your Thinking:

©( FOCUS: Impact of Question

Objective: Students will be able to understand the impact of
questioning in non~Ffiction texts

ARGET
1-2 min

« Today we ore going fo spend some time anolyzing asking questions in non-Ffiction
fexts. Tobetter understond questioning we can start by examining the impact
of questioning.

« This means thot when your are reading with cerfoin questions in mind your full
reading experience will be influenced

The focus for foday is understandng the Tmpact of Question.

« When reading, the questions you osk will impact how you read o fext

« Bosed on your questions you oy, read a small section or the entire fext or look
for spe details or the

« Ifismporfont fo remember that the questions you are osking guide your
reading

« LePs look at the strotegy card fo see the dif ferent components of Impact of
Question

TACKLE

5-7 min

Now it's our turn to try this strategy on your own.
Teacher Nof
«  Idealy students woul ible to bring their independent reading fexts fo the
:m'cgy greup If your students aren' reading a non~fiction fext, or if you
Il students using the same fext, you can use the fext A Coralof
A Diferent Color fohelp students apply this specific strategy
«  While students are reading and pracicing this strategy independently, you want
fo check-in and fak fudent about how they are applying the
d on their thinking vs. listening fo them

choose fo use the shared text and students are reading the fext for the
1o provide more fime for #

Impact of Question

Reading with certain questions
-I in mind will influence your
reading experience
The questions you ask will
impact how you read a text.
Consider the following.
Based on your qiestons
Do you need o read fhe enfire fext or just
a small section?
Are you looking for a specific detall or are
you wanting more of a big picture?
Did you
are you frying fo ans
Are you REALLY interested in findng the
answers, or are your questions borng fo
you?

Questions guide your reading,
make sure you are asking them.

Impact of Question

ading with certain questions
| in mind vl influence your
reading experience
The questions you ask will
impact how you read a text.
Consider the following.
d on your questions
Do you need to read the enfre text or just
a small section?
Are you looking for a specific detail or are
you wanting more of a big picture?
Did you come up with your own questions or
re you trying fo answer someone else's?
Are you REALLY interested in finding the
an 5. or are your questions boring to
you?
Questions guide your reading,
make sure you are asking them.

Asking Questions: Non-Fiction Texts

Impact of Question

Reading with certain questions
in mind will influence your
reading experience.
The questions you ask will
impact how you read a text.
Consider the following.

Asking Questions: Non-Fiction Texts

Impact of Question

Reading with certain questions
| in mind vl influence your
reading experience.
The questions you ask will
impact how you read a text.
Consider the following.

increases so does the temperature of the ocean A gos
called carbon dioxide is released when these resources
are burned. Carbon dioxide is causing the earth's
atmosphere fo warm and as it does, our coral reefs are
suffering

What is a coral reef? A coral reef is a biotic reef
that develops in tropical waters. These large, underwater
structures are made of the skeletons of a marine
invertebrates known as coral Due to the hundreds of
different species of coral. in a variety of colors, shapes,
and sizes, coral reefs have a unique beauty. Within a
single coral reef one can see dozens of dazzing colors
tall coral, round coral, and even a folded coral mimicking
the appearance of a brairl

Even more inferesting, coral is not an individual
creature. Tt actualy has two parts - one half is the
coral, and the other is algae. Algae is a living thing, ke a
plant. The two form a partnership known as symibiosis
The two support each other is various ways to help the
other survive.

So. why are coral reefs suffering? The warmer
ocean temperatures are stealing the coral’s colors,
turning them white. This process is called bleaching
Recently, scientists dscovered some corals reacting
oppositely. Instead of white, they are turning bright
yellow, pink, or even bluel

The reason for this is unknown Scientists began
performing experiments, exposing coral fo heat on

Reading with cerfain questions
in mind will influence your
reading experience.

Before you start reading, pick a
question below fo keep in mind

Q What is the author's purpose
for writing this text

Q How does this fopic connect to
my personal life?

Q What information did T read
thot I already know?

QO What did I learn while reading?

Con you answer your specific
question after reading the text?

How did reading with that specific
question influence how you read?

A

@

i You Asked:

<fions impact your

Impact on Readm :

Comprehension Questions:

1 What was something you learned about

2 Whya

re corol reefs in danger?

coral from reading the text?

purpose, to try and understand what was going on. When
What Surprised
Me?

Readers can

sedo

STRATEGY LESSON #2 o

Are

®¢ FOCUS: What Surprised Me? ou

©)

TARGET
1-2 min

Name:

‘Asking Questons Non-ficton Texts

Surprise Me!

Readers can sk the question

Asking Questions

Surprise Me!

Non-Fiction Texts

Unlikely Heroes

Have you ever seen a dog wearing a vest with
Readers can ask the question “Service Dog® on the side? These are not your ordinary

@l What surprised me?” and then pets. Service dogs, and other types of animals, are urprised me?” and then mark
mark those parts as they read specially trained fo ossists people with disabilities. those parts as they read.

[ Every time you read, ask

- Service dogs help their owners in a voriety of
(s
“What surprised me?” <45 ]

ways. They must go through very specific training
programs in order to properly support their owners.
When you ask this question:
You might learn new ond interesting

Many puppies, only 812 weeks old, start this training
process! O course, they learn general training skills like
information. being house—-trained, walking on a leash, and basic
You might discover a new perspective or a commonds,
new woy to view something But
Voumight confirmor eloriwhat you ut then they must also learn special commands
“Fink- jou know fo be frue. and skills. Since service dogs are supporting people with
You might read something that is alarming disabilities, they learn to do tasks such as turning light
or conccrr\v\gand couses further reading

switches on and of £, opening and closing doors, and
no wrong answer to this even helping owners get dressed. A service dog may
quesﬂon It's a chance for you to
share your personal thoughts.

'y wos that surprising?
Orgonize your thinking below
What questions do you
have after reading?

Organize Your Thinking:

the questions “What What surprised you
while you read?

Why was that
surprising?

[ “What surprised me?" and then
Objective: Students wil be able fo ask themselves "What surprised mark those parts s they read
me?* in non-fiction texts [ Every fime you read, ask

e
“What surprised me?» <44 ]
When you ask this question:

You might learn new and inferesting
information
You might discover a new perspective or a
new woy fo view something
You might confirmor clorify what you

ink* you know fo be true
You right read something thot is lorming
or concerningond causes fur ther reading

What surprised you while reading
this specific text?

Todoy we are going fo spend some fime anolyzing osking questionsin non~Fiction
texts. One of the best questions you con ask while reading non~Fiction fexts is
“What surprised me?*

When you ask this auestion whie reading, you'l be thinking about your own
background knowledge and looking for specific detalls the outhor included that
might spork your curiosity

The focus for foday is understanding What Surprised Me?
+ When you read you should osk yourself “What surprised me?* Remenmber that
there is no right or wrong answer fo this question!
The reason you osk yourself this questions is becouse
You might learn new and inferesting infor mation.
You might discover a new perspective or point of view.
You might confirmor clarify what you think.
You might read something alorming or concerning that pushes you o read
Further
Let's look at the strategy cord fo see the dif ferent components of Surprise Me!

There is no wrong answer to this
'question. I's a chance for you to
share your personal thoughts.

Why wos that spe
help a visually impaired person move around obstacles | surprising fo you?
or dlert a hearing-impaired person fo an alarm. All of
these skills toke special training

Service dogs are constontly profecting their
owners, above and beyond their daily duties! Willy, o
Golden Retriever, is an alert dog for an owner with
Type 1 Didbetes. Willy wos frained fo sniff out a drop
or spike in a person's blood sugar. Dogs are trained fo
defect a unique smell in a person's breath or sweat
that is undetectable o humans! T# Willy senses this
unique smell, he will paw at his owners' leg o alert
them to a change in blood sugar. ¥ for some reason
the owner is unresponsive, Willy has been trained to
retrieve special glucose fabs and bring directly fo the
owners. Amazing!

Some service dogs focus on supporting their
owners with mental health disorders. For example, war

Asking Questions: Non—Ficton Texts

Surprise Me!
Readers can ask the question Readers con osk the question
@ “What surprised me?” and then What surprised me?” and then
mark those parts as they read mark those ports as they read
Every time you read, ask Every time youread, ask 2‘\;
“What surprised me?” “What surprised me?”

When you ask this question: When you ask this question:
You might learn new ond inferesting You might learn new and inferesting

infor mation ) information

You might discover a new perspective or a You might discover o new perspective or o
new way fo view something new woy 1o view something

You might confirmor clorify what you You might confirmor clarifywhat you
“think® you know fo be true “think” you know fo be frue

You might read something that is alarming You might read something that is alarming
or concerningand causes further reading or concerningand causes further reading

There is no wrong answer to this There is no wrong answer to this
question. It's a chance for you to ce for you to

Asking Questions: Non-Fiction Texts

Surprise Me!

Now it's o mm o try this strofegy on your own.

Comprehension Questions:

d .,
en 1 Describe the fraining process for a service dog?

Strategy groun I your
prefer to have all stu

would be able fo bring their independent reading fexts o the
students aren’t reading a non~fiction fext. or if you
sing the same fext, you can use the fext Unlikely
trafegy
dling and practicing this strategy independently, you want fo
h student about how fhry are applying the :frafrgy [

TACKLE

5-7 min

Did you read anything that wosn't
surprising? Explain

check-mand ,a,k with
d on their thinkingvs. listening fo them

.« Ifyou ehoose 1 use the shared toxtand ~mm~n,> are reading the fext for the
first fime, you might need fo provide more time for this porfion of the lesson
One way you can keep your strategy lessons more concise and still use a shared
fext is by providing students with the fext prior fo coming o the strafegy group.
This will make sure that while they are at the fable. al fhey are focusing on s
applying the str

2. How are a service dog and pet dif ferent? Use details from the text.

3. Why do you think the author chose the title “Unlikely Heroes™ Explain your thinking

veterans suffering from PTSD have service dogs who
are trained to apply pressure to their owners’ bodies

during a panic attack. The pressure has been known to
help calm a person experiencing anxiety,

Discuss

+ Who con fell me how this focus helped you better understond asking questions?

TRANSFER |’ How did considering what wos surprising to you help you better undersfond the
fext?

2-3 min Link

+ Remermiber, you can ask questions anytime you are Youcon avestion e g These dogs lead a very special life. Not only do

er what surpris . t [ e t
consider what surprised you dbout o fext. This willhelp you better undersfond persond thoughts. share your personal thoughts. fhey provide life soving fosks for therr owners, but
the text — - they become an essential part of everyday life

<« THE STELLAR TEACHER COMPANY
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A LOOK INSIDE

Student Strategy
Strategy Cards Specific Texts

A Day in the Life:
Wildlife Biologist

TF you love animals and being outdoors, you would

lov» being a wildiife biologist!My name is Kara Silva. T am a
scientist, passionate about animals, and work for the Sky
Tsland Alliance (STA) in Tueson Arizona.

My job os a wildife biologist consists of many jobs
and responsibilities. I love working with the Sky Island
Alliance group because these islands are an important
habitat for many animals. Sky Island is o mountain range
surrounded by valleys. The STA was established to protect
native species.

T grew up in Mexico City. My parents were doctors,
and they taught my brother and I the importance of
nature. We spent a lot of time outdoors. From a very young
age, T loved animals and felt a connection to nature. In
school, science was always my favorite subject. T decided
0 o to college and study biology.

After spending some time researching and studying
on my own, I joined the Sky Tsland Allance team. As a
wildiife biologist it is my job to study animals in their natural
environment. T work with a team to gather observe
animals and gather information about their environment
ond ecosystem. We sometimes have to relocate animals to
o sofer habitat to ensure their survival

T specialize in big cats in our area. My jobis to
research mountain lions, ocelots, and jaguars. One of my
responsibilities is to track pawprints tobetter understand
how these animals travel and where they live. My main job
is o protect, save, and restore the cats’ habitats.

T also get to educate the public on our conservation

Scripted
Lesson Plans

0.) STRATEGY LESSON #3
©( FOCUS: Author’s Point of View

@

TARGET

1-2 min .

Response
Pages

Date:

Name:

@I Author’s POV Organize Your Thinking:

The author's poit of view will
impact how they wrife an
informational fext

Asking Questions: Non-Fition Texts

Author’s POV

(]

Asking Questons: Non-Fiction Texts

Avthor’s POV

Personal Opinions

O * Whatis the author's opi

Personal Opinions
o *  What is the author's opinion?

. How do they feel about this

topic? topic?

How do they feel about this
Information Shared Information Shared
* What new information do they * What new information do they
share with the reader? share with the reader
* What do they want you fo learn? hat do they want you fo learn?

Information Left Out InformationLeft Out

@ « Are there facts or detals about « Are there facts or detais obout

this fopic the outhor didrt this fopic the author ddnt
* Did they share oll perspectives on

include? nclude?
this speciic topic

lowto jot down s

the spacs
ot of view of the author

e detols obout the
he fext

The author's point of view
willimpoct how they write
on informational text:

The author's point of view
will impoct how they write
on informational fext:

What s the author's opnion? How do they feel about this fopic?

Objective: Students will be able to ask themselves obout the outhor's
point of view in non~fiction texts

Personal
Opinions

What is the author's point of view
on being a wildlife biologist?

+ Todoy we are going fo spend some time analyzing asking questions in non~fiction
fexts. To better understond questioning we con stort by analyzing the author's
point of view.

This means that the author’s point of view willimpact how they write an

infor mational fext:

The focus for today is understanding Author's POV.

* When analyzing the author's point of view you can ask yourself auestions about
the author's opinions, the information that they shored os wellas the information
they left out
For example, when analyzing the authors per sonal opinions you ight ask. “What is
the author's opinion?” and *How do they Feel about this fopic?

When analyzing the information shared, you might ask. “What new information do
they share with the read?”

When onalyzing the information et out you might osk *Are there facts obout this
topic the author didntinclude?”

« Let's look of the strotegy cord fo see the dif ferent components of Author's POV.

What new information do they share with the reader? What do they want you to

learn?

Information
Shared

Are there facts or detais about this fopic the author ddn't nclude? Did they

How does that point of view impact
share all perspectives on this specific topic?

how the text will be written?

&
@

* D they share all perspectives on
this specific topic?

Information
Left Out

‘Asking Questions: Non-Fiction Texts

Author’s POV

]

Personal Opinions

QCD + Whotis the author's opinion?

Now it's your mm fo try this strafegy on your own.

Teacher Note

« Idealy, Fudents woldbe abl o bring their independent reading fexts fo the
strategy group. IF your students aren't reading a non~fiction fext, or if you prefer
1o have all students using the same fext, you can use fhe fext A Day i The Life:
Wildife Biologist fo help students apply fhis peciee strateg
While students are reading and practicing this strafegy independently, you want o
check—inand fak with each student about how they are applying the strategy
Keep the discussion focusedon therr thinking vs. Istening fo thern read.

+ I you choosefo uss the shared foxtand students are readig the foxt o the

STRATEGY LESSON #1

Asking Questions: Non-Fiction Texts
Author’s POV

The author’s point of view
will impoct how they write
on informational fext.

Comprehension Questions:

1. What do you think is the best part about being a Wildiife Biologist? Use details from the

The author’s point of view N
text to support your answer.

wil impact how they write
an informotional fext:

What questions do you wont fo ask
the author about their experience?

TACKLE

5-7 min

Personal Opinions
*  What is the author's opinion?

+_How do they feel about this How do they feel about this

b doou ok vonld be die tooct eaciof being

Adice Blologisio g

Name: Date:
‘Asking Questions. Non-Fiction Texts Asking Questions: Non-Ficton Texts

An Untold Story

2¢ FOCUS: Prior Knowledge

©)

TARGET
1-2 min

TACKLE
5-7 min

TRANSFER
2-3 min

Objective: Students will be able fo osk themselves about the author's
expectations in non—Fiction texts.

+ Today we are going fo spend some fimne anolyzing osking auestions in non~Fiction
texts. Tobetter understand questioning we can start by anolyzing the outhor's
expectations of our own background knowledge.

+ Thismeons thot readers should ask the question “What does the author expect
me fo olready know?" while they are reading o text

The focus for today is understanding Prior Knowledge.

* When anolyzing the outhor’s expectations we should think about what the outhor
expects the reader fo know.

Author’s expectations moay include

«  Bosic understonding of the fopic.

« Specific words or terms in the fext
Background knowledge of specific events, or locations.
Once we analyze the author’s expectations, we can fill in our knowledge gops with
other tools.
Lets lock of the strategy cord fo see the dif ferent components of Author's
Expectations.

Now it's o mm o try this strofegy on your own.

Teacher
Tde: 'y :mdcrw would be able fo bring their independent reading fexts
strategy group IF your students aren’t reading a non~fiction fext. or
prefer fo have all students using the same fext. you can use the fext An Uniokd
Story to help students apply this specific strateg,
While students are reading and practicing this strategy independently, you want fo
check-inand fak with each student about how they are applying the strategy.

jscu: cused on their thinking vs. istening fo them read
IF you choose to use the shared fext and students are reading the fext for the
first fime, you might need fo provide more time for this porfion of the lesson
One way you can keep your strategy lessons more concise and still use a shared
x? is by providing students with the fext prior fo coming fo the strategy group

This will make sure that while they are af the fable, all they are focusing on is
applying the stre

Discuss

*+ Who can tell me how this focus helped you better understand asking questions?
How did considering the author’s expectations help you better understond the
fext?

Rennember, you can osk questions anytime you are readingindependently, You can
consider the outhor’s expectations ond ask questions. This will help you better
understond the tex

Avuthor’s Expectations

Readers can osk the question

|I “What does the author expect
me to already know?*

Bosic understandng
or Familiarity of
the Topic

-
What does
the author
expect me
to know?

IF we don't know EVERYTHING the
author expects us toknow, we canuse
other tools fo help Fillin the gaps.

Avuthor’s Expectations

]

What does

the author

expect me
to know?

Readers can ask the question
What does the author expect
me to already know?*

Bosic understandng
tyo

Background knowledge
of specific events, or

locations,

IF we don't know EVERYTHING the
author expects us to know, we canuse
other tools to help Fillin the gaps.

Asking Questions: Non-Fiction Texts

Avuthor’s Expectations
Readers can ask the question

“What does the author expect

Lz-l e to already know?”

Bosic understandng
or Familarity of
ihe fopic

What does
the author

expect me
to know?

Specific words or

Background knowledge

IF we don't know EVERYTHING the
author expects us o know, we canuse
other tools to help Fillin the gaps.

Asking Questions: Non-Fiction Texts

Avthor’s Expectations

)

What does .
the author speefe oo

expect me
to know?

Readers con osk the question
“What does the author expect
me to already know?"

 u irg
or fomiarity of
the topic

Background knowledge
of specific events, or
locations

IF we don't know EVERYTHING the
author expects us to know, we canuse
other tools to help Fillin the gaps.

Have you ever heard o picture is worth o thousand
words? In 2011, Mary Gainer, o historic preservationst,
stumbled upon a photograph that was worth more than that A
black and white photograph from 1943 of a large group of what
appeared fo be mostly men, except upon a closer look - women
scattered throughout the group.

Gainer wos instantly infrigued In 1943, women working
for NASA wouldve been unconmon. B re told her
otherwise. Some white, some black — there were oo many
womnen pictured fo be the secrefaries historically listed os
employed during that five

Gainer and her assistant, who worked of Langley
Research storted digging fo find out more.
Who were these women? She was not the only onel Margot Lee.
Shetterly had a simiar question and the two lisked up to
research. Gainer and Shetterly knew they were onfo somethi

1943,

enter in Virgn

specal

Shetterly's father had been a scientist in the 19705 and
80 who worked of Longley Research Center. She remembered
he speaking of the black women working ot NASA But why
dn't everybody know about this fime in history? Conducting
interviews and research led them to discover - NASA had hired
wonnen fo do moth and research that would launch men info
spacel

The picture led Ganer and Shetterly fo learn of the frst
wonen being hired by Langley Research Cener, now known os
NASA, in the mid 1930s.
essential research for aircraft improvement during World War

These women were performing

Soon a piece of history - almost lost for good — would
become cormon knowledge. Shetterly knew it was necessary fo
share the story of these women and ther heroic actions during
a fime where segregation riddied the United States. She wrote o
ook, Hidden hat would later be made info a movie

Hidden Figures formally infroduced Katherine Johnson,
Christine Darden, Dorothy Vaughan, and Mary Jackson to the
world, Four black American women mathematicans who worked
for NASA Ther colculations helped Alan Shepard safely launch
into space and return home safely fo Earth. They also
successfully led Neil Armstrong fo the moon and home.

In a time of dscrivination,
fralblazers. Groups of black women were segregated from
other women working for NASA. They used different bathrooms
and afe lunch separately. Johnson. Darden, Vaughan, and Jackson
helped pave the way for future women inferested working i
moth, science, engneering. and technology

these four women were

[@l Prior Knowledge

Readers can ask the questions
“What does the author expect
me to already know?”

What is the topic of this text?

Do you already have any background
knowledge about this topic? Explain.

Organize Your Thinking:

Use he space belw o ot downnforrs iion from the text hat

you have background knowledge about.

What do you
think the author
assumes you
already know
about this fopic?

What words or
phrases does the
author ossume
the reader knows
and understonds?

What specific dafes
or events does the
author assume you
have prior
knowledge of ?

What clorifying questions would you
want fo ask the author about the
text?

Compr Q ions:

2. What was the main idea of this fext?

3. What questions do you still have about this topic
still curious about.

1. What surprising information did you learn from reading this text?

Fter reading? Write 2 questions you are
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A LOOK INSIDE..

Student Strategy
Strategy Cards Specific Texts

Should Animals Be Kept in Zoos?
Are z00s a good thing? Some people believe they
are, while others are not sure we should have them. This
is an ongoing debate in many areas of the world
Let's start with the reasons why people don't think

Scripted
Lesson Plans

0.) STRATEGY LESSON #5
©( FOCUS: Personal Beliefs

Response
Pages

Date:

Nanne:

L@I Personal Organize Your Thinking:

Readers can ask: “How does this
challenge my own personal
understanding or beliefs?*

Asking Questions: Non—Fiction Texts
Personal Beliefs
challenge my own personal

@ Readers can ask: “How does this
understanding or beliefs?*

Asking Questions: Non-Fiction Texts
Personal Beliefs
challenge my own personal

Readers can ask: “How does
LV'] understanding or beliefs?"

What was your personal oprion on the topi before reading? Whatis
your opinion on the topic of fer reading? Did it change? Explon.

this

Before Reading After Reading

@

beliefs while reading non—Ffiction texts

Objective: Students will be able to ask and analyze their own personal

Noi everything you read will
ch your current understanding

Not everything you read will
match your current understanding

2005 are 0 good idea. One purpose of a zoois to display
animals for people’s enjoyment. Many people are bothered
by this because that is not an animal's purpose. It hos

What details did the author include

What was your personal opinion on z00s
before reading the text?

Did the text change your mind? Why or
why not? Explain

that support the belief thot zoos
are good and beneficial?

abovt a topic.

Whenwe read fexts
that challenge us:

We have the <
opportunity fo learn
new things.

also been reported throughout history. that oo animals
are not always freated the best. Some societies and
groups have been started specifically to spread this
message.

In the United States, the Association of Zoos &
Aquariums (AZA) was establshed fo help make sure zoos
and aquariums meet the highest standards of animal
care possible. Their purpose is o make sure z00s are
providing fun, safe, and educational experiences while
keeping animals happy and safe. Tt is great that this
exists in the United States, but not all countries have such
associations fo keep animals safe

One the other side of this debate. there are groups
and associations in support of z00s. It is argued that zoos|
are doing impor tant conservation work for animals,
Conservation s a way of protecting animals. Many Zoos
claim they are protecting aninnals by giving them a safer
environment outside of their natural home. For example.
the golden frog which is native and no longer exists in
Panama. can stillbe found in zoos. So. although this
amphibianis extinct in the wid, zoos are mainfaining the
species existence

Remember the AZA? They believe that zoos are
doing important and necessary education around wildife.

= Today we are going fo spend some fime onalyzing asking questions in non-fiction
texts. To better understand questioning we can start by onalyzing and
questioning our personal belef

This means that readers should csk fhe question *How does this challenge my
own personal understanding or beliefs?” while they are reading a fext:

When we read texts
that challenge us:

How does this

text make me

think differently| %
about_

TARGET How does this.
1-2 min . We have the
opportunity fo learn
new things

We can see a
different viewpoint
or perspectve

We can deepen our
understanding of
the world

When reading challenges s,
'we learn and grow.

The focus for foday is understanding Personal Belicfs.
* When reading non-Fiction it is imporfant to remember that not everything you
read will motch your current understanding about a topic. That is okl Ttis

imporfont to read texts that challenge us.

Texts can challenge our beliefsin many ways, including

+ Giving us the opportunity fo learn new things.

« Helping us see a dif ferent view point or perspective.

« Pushing us fo deepen our understonding of the world.

+  Let's look at tne strategy card fo see the dif ferent components of Personal
Beliefs

understanding of
the world.
When reading challengesus,
we learn and grow.

What details did the author include
that support the belief that zoos
are harmful and should not exist

Now it's your turn fo fry this strafegy on your own.
Teacher Notes
Ideally, students would be able fo bring their independent reading fexts fo the
strategy group. IF your students aren't readling a non~fiction fext, or if you
prefer o have all students using the same fext, you can use the fext Should
Animals Be Keptin Zoos o help students apply this specific strafegy.
While students are reading and pracficing this strategy independently. you want
to check~in and tak with each student about how they are applying the
strategy. Keep the discussion focused on their thinking vs. listening fo them

Asking Questions: Non-Fiction Texts

Personal Beliefs

Readers con ask: “How does this
challenge my own personal
understanding or beliefs?*
Not everything you read will
match your currentunderstanding
about a topic.

Asking Questions: Non-Fiction Texts

Personal Beliefs

Reoders con osk: "How does this
@ challenge my own personal
understanding or beliefs?*
Not everything you read will
match your current understanding
about a topic.

Comprehension Questions:

1. What is the role of the Association of Zoos & Aquariums (AZA)?

TACKLE

57 min
2. Do ou think the Associafion of Zoos & Aquariums (AZA) is an imporfant organization?
ooy foinking

Nome: Date:

Organize Your Thinking: 12 d v tring change whie readng? e down bt o uszd

#hink about the fopic, what you read, and how your thinking changed.

Asking Questions: Non—Fiction Texts

I used to think...
Readers can change their mind
aoffer reading nonfiction texts.

1 used fo think...| Now I think

eHow did your
understanding
change or grow?
eWhat new
information

did you learn?
oWhat
surprised
you while
ou read?

STRATEGY LESSON #6
2¢ FOCUS: Change Your Mind

©)

TARGET

1-2 min

Asking Questions: Non-Fiction Texts

I used to think...
Readers can change their mind
after reading nonfiction texts.

1 used fo think... | Now I think

eWhot did you eHow did your
know about this understanding
topic in the change or arow?
beginning? oWhat new
eWhat did you informnation

Should They Get Paid? Change Your

The debate over college athletes earning a paycheck hos 3
been controversial for many years. Student othletes often Mlnd
recewve full-ride scholarships to attend school and play sports,
but s it enough?

College athletes are helping therr schools bring in millions.
of dollars. Gomes, fournaments, and sports apporel are just a
few of the ways colleges make money ofF college athleres.

ts are a profitable enfertainment business, but ot
1? These students spend hours practici
\g in order to mantan their grodes n ;Lkua\ E\IJ\deV
surrounding these players - coaches, sports staff. agents - are
beng paid. yet the athletes producing the focus of
enfertoment are not,

Not only are these athletes providing financial support
for ther schools, but they are also bringng positive media
exposure to ther schools. Colleges with well-known athletes or
successful teams can increase lication rates. High school
students may be more likely to attend a college they have heard
of because of mainstream media.

Readers can change their mind
after reading nonfiction fexts

Key Question
What did you reoad
in the text that
caused your
thinking fo change?

Objective: Students will be able to analyze how their thinking wos
changed while reading non~fiction texts

Before Reading T used to thirk_
What do you already know about
college athletes and sports?

What did you
know about this
topic in the
beginning?
What did you
think or believ
to be true?
eWhat wos | Question

the source | Whot dd you

of your readin the text
that caused your

fh\"*‘"e’ +thinking to

change?

+ Today we are going to spend some fime analyzing asking questions innon~Fiction
texts. To better understond questioning we can stort by analyzing how our
fhinking can be changed by reading

+ This meons that readers con change their mind

The focus for foday is understanding Change Your Mind .
+ Whenread: na:vun Fictionitis \:?porh::w]::o analyze how your thinking hos changed. think or believ did you learn?
You con consider whot you used fo think prior to reading ond then what you think to be true? oWhat
now. eWhat wos surprised
When analyzing what you use o think you can osk, “What did you know about this the source you while
fopicin the beginning?” of your ou read?
When analyzing whot your think now you con osk, “How did your understanding thinking?
change or grow?” 9
The key question you should consider is “Whot did you read n the fex thot coused
Your thinking fo change?
Let's look of the strofegy cord o see the dif ferent componentsof T used to
think

g 05 we

What new information
did you learn or
discover?

er readingnon-Fictionfexts. How did your thinking

change or grow?

What surprised you as
you read?

Key

that caused your
thinking fo
change?

Do you think college athletes should
get paid to play college sports?
Explain your thinking?

Many colleges use alunni donations to fund therr schools
An alumni s o student who hos graduated from o particular
school Studies have shown that if o student athlefe is
successful, or a championship is won - alumini donations wil

increase.
Because student athletes are practicng and studyng

they often dor't have time fo work in order to make money,

a hefty scholarship, this does

Asking Questions: Non-Fiction Texts

lused to think.
Readers can change their mind
after reading nonfiction texts
lused fo think...| Now I think...

eWhat did you
know about this
topic in the
beginning?
eWhat did you
think or believ
to be true?
eWhat was
the source
of your
thinking?

Asking Q

s
1 used to think...

Readers can change their mind

offer reading nonfiction fexts,

1used to think... | Now I think..

eHow did your
understanding
change or grow?
eWhat new
information

did you learn?
eW/hat
surprised
you while
you read?

Now it's your turn fo try this strategy on your own. stions: Non-Fiction Texts
Teacher Nofes
Zdealy. students would b abe fo bring their independent reacding fexfs o the
strategy group. I your students aren't reading a non~fiction fext. or if you prefer
fo have all students using the same fext, you can use the fext Should They Get
Paid o help students apply this specific strafegy.
While students are reading and practicing this strategy independently, you want fo
check-inand fak with each student about how they are applying the stra
Keep the discussion focused on their thinking vs. listening o them read
IF you choose to use the shared fext and students are reading the fext for the
First time, you pright need o provide more time for this portion of the lesson.
One way you can keep your strategy lessons more concise ana E
fext is by providing students with the fext prior fo coming o th
This will make sure that while they are at the table, al they are focusingon is
applying the strafegy.

Comprehension Questions:

1. What is the author’s opinion on the fopic? Use evidence from the fext to support your
thinking

Evenif a student afhlete receives
not provide money for extra expenses such as food. bils, or
entertainment. This leaves the responsbiity 1o the athlete's
familes

Although a sports season doesrit lost all semester
in the off~season student athletes are expected 1o practice
and go fo the gym in order fo mantain therr status for the
upcorving season This allows for little time to solely focus on
studes. If these athletes were receiving for their
hard work, would it compensate for some of this stress?
Moybel

A major concern for many athletes is the risk for ryury.
A student athlete is of higher risk of iyury than a traditional
student. Many students are attending college on athletc

even

TACKLE
5-7 min

What is the source/cause of your
thinking?

eHow did your
understanding
change or grow?
oW/t new
information

did you learn?
oWhat
surprised
you while
You read?

eWhat did you
know about this
topic in the
beginning?
e\WWhat did you
think or believ
to be frue?
e\/hat wos
the source
of your
thinking?

2. What informnation, in the text, was surprising to you?

Discuss:

* Who can tell me how this focus helped you beter understond asking questions?

* How did considering how your thinking changed help you better understand the
fext?

3. Would you want to be a college athlete? Use the information presented in the text to
explain your answer.

Key
Question
What did you
readin the text
+that caused your
thinking to
chonge?

scholarships and a major injury could mean the loss of that
TRANSFER money. Ultimately jeopardizing ther education and o chance ot o
2-3 min

professional coreer
College athletes are putting in work worthy of a

readin fhe fext

that caused your
thinking fo
change?

Remnember, you can ask questions anytime you are readingindependently. You can
consider how your thinking changed and osk auestions. This will help you better
understond the fext.

paycheck. They deserve fobe compensated for ther successes
05 well os gven financial stabilty fo support themselves and
save for ther future.
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Hey! Let's be friends!

(dick the 1con below to follow me on social media.

and easy-to-implement
strategies?

Tune in to the Stellar Teacher Podcast
each week to hear me share actionoble
strategies that will help toke you to the
next level of your teaching coreer!

Click HERE to listen!

=
O
LLl
.
2
O
O
4
e
LLl
—

<« <<« <FHE STELLAR TEACHER COMPANY 2 2 2 4 2


https://www.pinterest.com/stellarteacher/
https://www.instagram.com/thestellarteachercompany/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/The-Stellar-Teacher-Company
https://www.facebook.com/thestellarteachercompany/
https://pages.convertkit.com/f5ae4c3c36/3684f9be48
https://www.stellarteacher.com/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Genre-Word-Wall-Cards-5088574
https://www.stellarteacher.com/podcast
https://www.stellarteacher.com/podcast
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